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1. Introduction 
This report places on record the sports-based achievements and activities of the 
Parkes Sports Council and the Parkes Shire Council during the past 12 months to 30 
June 2025. 
  
As a Section 355 Committee of Parkes Shire Council, the Parkes Sports Council takes 
considerable pride in its responsibility for the use of facilities by the sporting public of 
Parkes Shire. Over 7,000 sporting group members and school children use these 
facilities. 
 
The investment in sport infrastructure returns dividends to the community, through 
sports tourism and the injection of funds that these events return to local business.  

1.1. Parkes Shire Council’s Support of Sport 

The Sports Council members appreciated the interest and contribution provided by life 
member of the Sports Council and former Councillor Mr Ken Keith (OAM), as well as 
Councillors Louise O'Leary and Doug Pout. 
 
The efforts of Council’s Open Spaces Supervisor, Geoff Finn and the Sports Field team 
of Matt Gillogly, Justin Terrill and Andrew Burke were often congratulated by sporting 
groups and visitors on the presentation of the sporting fields. In addition, the building 
maintenance services of Bart Ingram was essential. In particular, the efforts of Tim 
Gillogly and his management of sports projects and maintenance plans was 
exemplary, as was the relationships he cultivated with his stakeholders. 

1.2. Investment in Sport 

Luke Nash again provided professional and adept reporting on the sports activities 
and projects undertaken by the Council during the year.  
 
The income and expenditure report on the sporting activities of Parkes Shire Council 
has been prepared and is presented and included as Appendix A. The report indicates 
to the sporting groups where their fees and levies of $63k was spent and shows the nett 
contribution Parkes Shire Council makes to sport, which was $431k – and increase of 
$36k on last year. Major costs continue to be salaries and wages, plant, electricity, 
materials, turf maintenance and repairs.  
 
Also included is a report on the capital projects and their status as of 30 June 2025. In 
total, Parkes Shire Council delivered $1.39m in sports-based infrastructure during the 
past twelve months. It must be pointed out that these projects would not have been 
realised without a significant amount of grant funding. The upgrade of lighting at 
Cheney Park (jointly funded through a Clubs Grant and Parkes Marist Junior Rugby 
League Club) is the only ongoing project at the time of this report. Unfortunately, there 
has been a reduction in State and Federal funding sources to the extent that there are 
currently no new projects with approved funding. Council continues to advocate to 
both tiers of government for funding of priority projects. 
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Parkes Shire Council also provided $35k towards the Parkes Shire / Evolution Mining 
Northparkes Operations sports grants program, which delivered $70k in grants to 
sporting groups and individuals across the shire. 

2. Activities of the Sports Council 

2.1. Duncan Macdonald Foundation 

Parkes Shire Council performed a custodial role for the monies held on behalf of the 
Duncan McDonald Foundation and is honoured to administer this foundation as it 
continues its good works in supporting and developing Cricket in Parkes.  
 
The Foundation Committee, including Greg Morrissey, Greg Duffy, Michael Greenwood, 
and Peter Yelland, in their fiduciary role allocated funds of $1,200 to Jack Dunford, Sam 
Yelland, Saxon Guess, Lachlan Jennings, Alfie Rosser & Ari Albert to attend the Spirit of 
Bradman Carnival in Bowral during April 2025.  
 
The current balance of the Duncan McDonald Trust at the end of the fiscal year was 
$9,310.42. 

2.2. Northparkes Parkes Shire Council Rising Star Grants 

Parkes Shire Council has joined with Evolution Mining Northparkes Operations to 
provide $10k in funds towards a new annual program that targets talented individuals 
needing help to kick start their careers. The program provides $10k per year under a 
three-year agreement that will see $30k delivered over the three-year period. 
 
During the past 12 months, two rounds of Rising Star Awards, totalling $10,000, was 
presented 12 sportspersons.  
 
Table 1: Round 2 - 2024 Rising Star Program Recipients 
 

Nominee Sport Age Granted 

Max Jones Squash 13 833 

Arlo Cassidy Athletics 10 833 

Nate Calabro Athletics 13 833 

Davey Saunders Basketball 16 833 

Khan Jackson Rugby League and 
Rugby Union 

14 833 

Vashti Williams Athletics and Cricket 13 833 

 
Table 2: Round 1 - 2025 Rising Star Grant Program Recipients 
 

Nominee Sport Age Granted 

George Thomas Rugby League 16 833 
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Nominee Sport Age Granted 

Annabelle 
Teague  

Lawn Bowls 15 834 

Emrys Cassidy Athletics 9 834 

Huxley Draper Soccer 9 834 

Emily Wild Athletics 12 834 

Jett Johnstone Hockey 17 833 

 
At the end of each year, one outstanding rising star is selected from the recipients of 
the Rising Star Awards presented during the year. That sportsperson is known as the 
Ron Harrison OAM Rising Star. 

2.3. Northparkes Operations / Parkes Shire Sports Grants Scheme 

Evolution Mining - Northparkes Operations, Parkes Shire Council and the Parkes Sports 
Council have developed a program to provide donations to sporting bodies under a 
jointly developed grants policy. This Sports Grant program aims to increase regular and 
on-going participation opportunities in sport, and to improve the sporting 
infrastructure within the Parkes Shire. The Parkes Sports Council manages the grant 
program. 
 
A new improved program started from January 2024. This program boasts total funds 
of $180,000 over three years and was expanded to include an additional $30, 000 for 
the Rising Star program.  

Sports Grants Selection Panel 
The committee that oversees the allocation of the grants includes: 
 

• The Chairperson of the Parkes Sports Council or their delegate (Al Gersbach) 
• One (1) Parkes Sports Council member, appointed by the Sports Council (Gail 

Richardson) 
• Two (2) Council representatives from the Sport and Recreation Advisory 

Committee (Cr Doug Pout and Cr Louise O'Leary) 
• One (1) community representative (Michael Greenwood) 
• One (1) Northparkes representative (Brooke Plunkett / Chloe Allen) 

Sports Grants Provided 
During the past fiscal year, there were 18 applications for sports grants in the two 
rounds of funding offers. The following groups were successful in receiving $72,548 in 
grants from the Northparkes Operations / Parkes Shire Council Sports Grants Program. 
These grants supported $97,280 in sports related projects and activities across the 
Shire. 
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Photo 1: Rising Stars and Sporting Group Grant Recipients for Round 1 March 2025. 

 
 
Table 3: Northparkes Operations / Parkes Shire Sports Grants Distributed 
 

Title Project Title Granted 
Parkes Golf Club Inc Provide an additional community recreational 

activity through the 
development of a golf driving range 

7,850.00 

Parkes and District 
Amateur Soccer 
Association 

The purchase of 2 sets of goal posts. A full-size 
set of Portable Goal Post which are certified 
Australian Made and compliant to Australian 
Standards and a set of 3m x 2m PVC Goal Post.  

2,750.00 

Parkes Jockey Club Replace our existing horse wash bays facilities 
with a bigger and safer design, bringing them up 
to current WHS standards. 

4,400.00 

Parkes Services 
Squash Centre 

Purchase a squash cannon ball machine to 
provide the best possible coaching tools and 
equipment. 

5,877.00 

Parkes Little Athletics 
Centre Inc. 

Upgrade and purchase replacement equipment 
including high jump bar, measure, markers, tape, 
discus, javelins, starting blocks, delivery 
(2950.47). Also, laptop & phone (1568) 

2,600.00 

Parkes Swimming Club Purchase of back stroke start ledgers to increase 
the competitiveness and skill level of local 
swimmers. Back stroke ledgers can be used for 
both training and competition purposes but are 
something that swimmers in Parkes don't have 
access to as neither the swim club nor the pool 
currently owns this equipment. 

2,671.00 
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Title Project Title Granted 
Parkes Sporting 
Shooters Association 
of Australia Parkes 
Branch 

Purchase 4 x long-range receiver and a trap set - 
this will be a dramatic improvement in safety for 
the operation for the club's 
activities. the remote receiver will allow the traps 
to be set off from a distance and all the traps 
can be set off at once, rather than having to put 
them through separately. The trap set will allow 
for a much higher skill set to be practised at the 
club and at competitions with this style of event 
the same as the Olympics. 

1,600.00 

Parkes Touch 
Association 

Purchase equipment for canteen, signage 
boards to display rules and procedures for the 
participants to view. Trolleys for transport 
equipment 
at rep tournaments and setting up fields at 
weekly comp. 

1,800.00 

Parkes East Public 
School 

Purchase of training equipment for the Parkes 
East Pathways group for 25 gifted and talented 
students. 

3,000.00 

Holy Family Primary 
School - Parents and 
Friends Assoc. 

Purchase sporting equipment, shade gazebos, 
and starter pistols. 

2,470.00 

Parkes and District 
Amateur Soccer 
Association 

Purchase training equipment for Peak Hill 
Phoenix team. 

 5,173.32 

Parkes and District 
Amateur Soccer 
Association 

Purchase a Veo sports camera to record and live 
stream matches and to provide statistics for the 
Cobras WPL and other sides. 

  
2,778.00  

Parkes and District 
Kennel Club 

Purchase twelve ACC55 GALICAN Tunnel 
Huggers to enhance the safety of agility training 
and competitions. 

 505.44 

Parkes Croquet Club Offer training and coaching sessions to 
Currajong Disability Services during Autum and 
Winter. 

1,840.00 

Parkes Little Athletics 
Centre Inc. 

Purchase new high jump mats. 7,500.00  

Parkes Spacemen 
Rugby League 
Football Club 

Purchase of training and game day equipment. 9,353.24  

Police Citizens and 
Youth Club 

Purchase pickleball equipment into the Parkes 
PCYC club. 

380.00 

 

2.4. Life Members Honour Roll 

The life member’s honour roll is maintained by the Sports Council and is on display 
upstairs at the Parkes Services Club, who has generously provided a significant amount 
of wall space for it. The Life Members Honour Roll continues to effectively reflect the 



 
Ordinary Council Meeting Annexures 

19 August 2025 

 

Item 12.5 - Annexure B Page 14 

   
Parkes Sports Council 
Annual Report 2024-2025 
 

Page 11 of 38 

extent of voluntary support provided by hundreds of people to sport in Parkes over the 
years. 

Sports Life Members – New Inductees 
There following persons were nominated by their respective clubs as life members 
during the past 12 months.  
 

• Rod Luyt was made a Life Member of the Parkes Golf Club  
• Brendan Guy and Chris Summerhayes were inducted as Life Members to the 

Parkes Boars Rugby Union Club. 
• Wayne Osborne & Angela Bottaro were both awarded life membership of 

Parkes and District Amateur Soccer Association Inc. 
• Wayne Pearce received life membership of Lachlan Amateur Soccer 

Association Inc (men's senior competition). 
• Bill and Beth Thomas were made life members of the Parkes Dragon Boat Club.  

 
Photo 2: Rod Luyt life member of Parkes Golf Club with Peter Magill 
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Photo 3: Parkes Boars' new life members - Brendan Guy and Chris Summerhayes (Parkes Boars) 

 
 
Photo 4: PDASA life members Angela Bottaro-Porter and Wayne Osborne (Champion Post) 
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Photo 5: Life members of the Parkes Dragon Boat Club - Bill and Beth Thomas (Daily Liberal) 

 

2.5. The Ron Harrison OAM Rising Star 

The Ron Harrison OAM Rising Star (formally the Ron Harrison Sports Bursary) was 
established to: 
 
1. Perpetuate the memory of the late Ron Harrison OAM who passed away in 1985 for 

his contribution to the community of Parkes and district, particularly in the 
development of sport. 

 
2. Provide recognition to sportspersons of the Parkes Shire, particularly those at junior 

level, who demonstrate outstanding potential in the chosen sport. 
 

Ron Harrison OAM Rising Star Nominees: Aaryab Gautam (Soccer), Arlo Cassidy 
(Athletics), Davey Saunders (Basketball), Henry Kross (Squash), Khan Jackson (Rugby 
League), Mason Wild (Motorbike Racing), Max Jones (Squash), Nate Calabro (Athletics), 
Ryker Moore (Athletics), Toby Morgan (Athletics), Vashti Williams (Athletics). 
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The Ron Harrison OAM Rising Star 
for 2024 was Henry Kross. Henry has 
achieved most things locally, and at 
a State and National level. He is the 
only regional player to be selected 
for the Australian team. This 
requires so much discipline and 
dedication for a boy who has just 
turned 14. He makes sacrifices to 
achieve what he does, by having to 
travel so much. Henry is also the 
only regional player in the Squash 
Australia identified athlete 
program.  
 
Henry also volunteers many hours 
to our local juniors through 
coaching them and mentoring 
them. Now that squash is being 
included as an Olympic sport, Henry 
has huge dreams to one day 
represent Australia at the Olympics. 
 
 

Photo 6: Mayor Neil Westcott with the 2024 Ron Harrison OAM Rising Star - Henry Kross (Parkes Phoenix) 
 
 
 

2.6. Parkes Shire Sports Awards 

Nominations 
Sportsperson of the Year: Jack Westcott (Hockey), Danielle McDonald (Motorcycle 
Racing), Sarah Hartin (Running) 
Junior Sportsperson of the Year: Archie Daley (Hockey) Asha Munodawafa (Tennis), 
Charlie Rix (All around), Elizabeth Macgregor (Rugby League), Ewan Moody (Rugby), 
Harry Yelland (Hockey), Henry Kross (Squash), Jett Johnstone (Hockey), John Thomas 
(Rugby League), Maddison Spence (Cricket), Maley MacGregor (Rugby), Mason Wild 
(Motorcycle Racing Dirt) Patrick PJ McPherson (Hockey), Riley Horsbrough (Clay Target 
Shooting), Ryker Moore (Athletics), Sam Westcott (Hockey), Toby Collins (Hockey), 
Vashti Williams (Athletics), Zanda Johnstone (Hockey)  
Team of the Year: Parkes Marist U16s (Rugby League), Parkes Boars Ladies (Rugby), 
Parkes Spacemen (Rugby League), Parkes U16 Boys Hockey (Hockey) 
Senior Sportsperson or Team: Casey Miles (Hockey), Dean Powter (Hockey), Denise 
Gersbach (Hockey), Ian Westcott (Hockey), Lee Hodge (Hockey), Mandy Westcott 
(Hockey), Maureen Massey (Hockey) 
Referee, Umpire or Official of the Year: Chris Reynolds (Touch)  
Coach, Trainer or Manager of the Year: Angela Bottaro-Porter (Soccer), Jason 
O'Bryan (Junior Rugby League), Lee Hodge (Hockey) 



 
Ordinary Council Meeting Annexures 

19 August 2025 

 

Item 12.5 - Annexure B Page 18 

   
Parkes Sports Council 
Annual Report 2024-2025 
 

Page 15 of 38 

Administrator of the Year: Rachel Rice (Touch), Wayne Osbourne (Soccer), Andrew 
Thomas (Junior Rugby League) 
Long Service and Dedication: Barbara Weaver (Swimming). Helen Magill (Tennis) 

Sports Award Winners 
At the January Australia Day ceremony, the following awards were presented as part 
of the annual Parkes Shire Sports Awards, which is administered by the Sports Council 
and supported by the Parkes Shire Council and the Australia Day Committee. 
 
Table 4: Sports Awards Winners for 2024 

Award Awarded To Sport 

Ron Harrison OAM Rising Star Henry Kross Squash 

Sportsperson of Year Sarah Hartin Running 

Junior Sportsperson of Year Ryker Moore Athletics 

Team of the Year Parkes U16 Boys Hockey 

Senior Sports Person or Team Lee Hodge Hockey 

Administrator Wayne Osborne Soccer 

Coach, Manager or Trainer Angela Bottaro-Porter Soccer 

Referee/Umpire/Official  Chris Reyolds Touch 

Long Service & Dedication  Barbara Weaver Swimming 
 
Photo 7: Sportsperson of the Year, Sarah Hartin (Running) with her daughter Rhylee (Champion Post). 
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 Photo 8: Junior Sportsperson of the Year, Ryker Moore for Athletics (Champion Post). 

 

Photo 9: Team of the Year, Parkes U16 Boys Hockey with Manager Andrew Daley and Coach Ian Westcott 
(Champion Post) 
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Photo 10: Coach of the Year, Angela Bottaro-Porter with Administrator of the Year, Wayne Osborne from 
Parkes Soccer. 

Photo 11: Referee of the Year, Chris Reynolds with Long Service and Dedication awardee Barbara Weaver 
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3. Associated Sporting Groups 
There are over 7,000 sporting group members and school children participating in all 
sports in Parkes. 

3.1. Parkes Sporting Associations 

• Parkes AFL Club  
• Parkes Croquet Club  
• Parkes Dragon Boat Club 
• Parkes Netball Association Inc 
• Parkes Hockey Inc 
• Parkes & District Cricket Association 
• Parkes & District Junior Cricket 

Association 
• Parkes & District Kennel Club 
• Parkes Rugby League Football Club 
• Parkes Rugby Union Club  
• Parkes Marist Junior Rugby League Club 

• Parkes & District Amateur Soccer 
Association 

• Parkes Services Squash Club 
• Parkes Touch Association 
• Parkes Little Athletics 
• Parkes Tennis Club 
• Parkes Harness Racing Club 
• Parkes PA & H Association 
• Parkes Pony Club 
• Parkes Golf Club  
• Parkes Bowling & Sports Club 

3.2. Schools 

• Parkes High School 
• Parkes Primary School 
• East Parkes Primary School 
• Middleton Primary School 

• Holy Family Primary School 
• Parkes Christian School 
• Peak Hill Central School 

3.3. Other Groups 

Liaison continued with sports organisations and schools in Peak Hill, Trundle and 
Tullamore and increased oval marking was conducted in all three centres, primarily for 
school sporting activities, athletics, and football. 

3.4. Associated Sports Councils 

The associated sports council at Peak Hill is currently in recess, while Trundle has 
become a sub-committee of the Trundle Progress Association and Tullamore is a sub-
committee of Tullamore Inc. The Parkes sports fields team are attending the small 
towns for line marking and preparing fields, with the assistance of the local 
maintenance crews and the Parks and Gardens crews. 

4. Sporting Fields 
The following sporting fields were either monitored, maintained, and/or marked by the 
Sports Fields team during the year: 

• Armstrong Park 
• Armstrong Park Basketball Court 
• Berryman Oval, Trundle 
• Cheney Park 
• Cheney Park Stephen Davies 

Hockey Field  
• Christian School 

• McGlynn Park Greg Morrissey Field 
• McGlynn Park Netball Courts 
• McGlynn Park Mariah Williams Field 
• Middleton School 
• Northparkes Oval 
• Northparkes Oval Roger Good 

Athletics Field 
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• East Parkes School 
• Geddes Reserve (Parkes High 

School) 
• Harrison Park 
• Harrison Park Parker-Stone Field 
• Holy Family School 
• Joe Judd Pony Club Grounds  
• Keast Park 
• Kennel Club Grounds 
• Lindner Oval, Peak Hill 
• McGlynn Park 

• Park Run Running Track 
• Pola Park, Tullamore 
• Parkes Show Ground 
• Parkes Show Ground Kennel Club  
• Spicer Oval 
• Woodward Oval 
• Woodward Park Tennis Courts^ 
• Woodward Park Croquet  
• Woodward Park Macdonald Cricket 

Nets 

 
^ Parkes Tennis Club fully maintain the Tennis facilities and courts. Discussions have 
been held with the club with a view to assist with the maintenance tasks, however no 
agreement has been reached. 

5. Sports Council Executive 

5.1. Executive Committee 

Council Representatives  Cr Doug Pout, Cr Louise O'Leary 
Chairperson  Al Gersbach (11th term, 16th year) 
Vice Chairperson  Andrew Daley (5th term) 
Secretary ̀ Anthony McGrath  (15th term) 
Financial Advisor  Luke Nash (11th term) 
Grounds Disputes Committee  Gail Richardson,  

Greg Morrissey, Wayne Osbourne &  
Andrew Daley 

Plant Usage Advisor Michael O’Shannessy 
Grants Selection Committee Rep  Gail Richardson 
Community Representative – Grants  Michael Greenwood (PSM) 

5.2. Patrons 

Messrs Noel Johnstone, Gordon Pritchard, Ken Keith OAM, Bob Aitken AM, Michael 
Greenwood PSM, Greg Duffy OAM, Richard Hamilton, Greg Morrissey OAM and John 
Davies. 
 
Sadly, Mr Bob Aitken sadly passed away last year. 

5.3. Life members  

Elected August 2001 - Greg Duffy, Michael Greenwood PSM, Ken Keith OAM, and Noel 
Johnstone. 
 
Elected August 2004 - Richard Hamilton.  
 
Deceased life members - Ron Harrison OAM, Eric Nash, and Wes Cheney.  
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6. Sport and Recreation - Major Projects Delivered 

6.1. Cheney Park Rehabilitation and Drainage - Final Stage 

After waiting on the construction of the new Stephen Davies Field; difficulty securing a 
contractor and a funding shortfall, work has finally been completed on the drainage at 
the Southern end of Cheney Park.  
 
The project also includes a water trunk main replacement, irrigation system upgrade 
and new turf. 
 
Photo 12: Cheney Park with new field marked out on the rehabilitated area. 

 

6.2. Lake Endeavour – Places to Swim Project 

Parkes Shire Council announced the completion of the Lake Endeavour Activation 
Project in November 2024, marking a significant milestone in transforming the lake into 
the Parkes Shire’s first developed natural water location for recreational use. This $1 
million project, funded by the NSW Government’s Places to Swim program, brings new 
opportunities for locals and visitors to enjoy the natural beauty of Lake Endeavour. 
The Lake Endeavour Activation Project includes: 

• A 90-metre floating pontoon 
• A sandy foreshore 
• CCTV cameras for enhanced safety 
• Dual toilets, seating and shelters 
• A designated swimming area 
• Telecommunications infrastructure 
• A concrete path and car park 
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• Exclusion bollards and gates for safety 
Places to Swim was an NSW Government program which seeks to better connect 
people to water. The program targets places most in need, so that more people can 
get in, on and around the water. 
 
Photo 13: Lake Endeavour showing swimming area and pontoon. 

 
Photo 14: Lake Endeavour toilets with picnic shelter in background 

 
  



 
Ordinary Council Meeting Annexures 

19 August 2025 

 

Item 12.5 - Annexure B Page 25 

   
Parkes Sports Council 
Annual Report 2024-2025 
 

Page 22 of 38 

6.3. Kelly Reserve Ninja Park (Active Play) 

Stage 2 of the Kelly Reserve precinct upgrade opened to the public on 30 August 2024. 
The new active play space includes a Ninja course, inclusive carousel and toddler 
equipment. This project was funded by the Australian Government’s Local Roads and 
Community Infrastructure Program, the NSW Government’s Places to Play grant 
program as part of the Open Spaces Program, Evolution Mining Northparkes 
Operations and Parkes Shire Council.  
 
Photo 15: Kelly Reserve Ninja Park under construction. 

 
 
Photo 16: Kelly Reserve Ninja Park fully completed with stop clock. 
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6.4. Berryman Oval Long Jump Pit Upgrade 

Work was completed on the long jump pit upgrade at Berryman Oval in Trundle. It 
includes a new concrete pit and runway with a layer of wet pour rubber for a top-
quality finish. The project was funded by the NSW Government’s Stronger Country 
Communities Fund and will support local school carnivals and the annual cluster 
carnival, which brings students from four additional schools to compete at Berryman 
Oval. 
 
Photo 17: Berryman Oval's long jump pit (Marg Applebee) 

 
Photo 18: Project Manager, Bronte O'Shannessy evaluates the new long jump pit at Berryman Oval, 
Trundle. 
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