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Ordinary Council Meeting 

Business Paper 

 
 

Pursuant to section 9 of the Local Government Act 1993, notice  is hereby 
given that an Ordinary Council Meeting of Parkes Shire Council will be held 
in the Parkes Council Chambers, 2 Cecile Street, Parkes on Tuesday 19 
August 2025 at 3:00 PM. 

 

 

 

Kent Boyd PSM 

GENERAL MANAGER 
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Governing Body 

Composition: Ten  (10) Councillors 

Membership: Councillor WP Jayet, Councillor KM McGrath, Councillor LA 
O'Leary, Councillor J Paddison, Councillor DJA Pout, Councillor GW 
Pratt, Councillor MK Scherer and Councillor GS Wilson,  

Quorum: 6 Councillors 
Chairperson: Chairperson,  Councillor NC Westcott 

Deputy Chairperson: Deputy Chair,  Councillor MA Applebee 

 

Pursuant to section 223 of the Local Government Act 1993, the role of Parkes Shire Council's 
governing body is: 

To direct and control the affairs of Parkes Shire Council in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 1993, in consultation with the General Manager. 

To provide effective civic leadership to the local community. 

To ensure as far as practicable the financial sustainability of the Council. 

To ensure as far as practicable that the Council acts in accordance with the principles set out in 
Chapter 3 of the Local Government Act 1993 and other strategic plans, programs, 
strategies and policies of the Council. 

To determine and adopt a rating and revenue policy and Operational Plans that support the 
optimal allocation of the Council’s resources to implement the strategic plans (including the 
Community Strategic Plan) of the Council and for the benefit of the local area. 

To keep under review the performance of the Council, including service delivery. 

To make decisions necessary for the proper exercise of the Council’s regulatory functions. 

To determine the process for appointment of the General Manager by the Council and to 
monitor the General Manager’s performance. 

To determine the senior staff positions within the organisation structure of the Council, following 
consultation with the General Manager. 

To consult regularly with community organisations and other key stakeholders and keep them 
informed of the Council’s decisions and activities. 

To be responsible for ensuring that the Council acts honestly, efficiently and appropriately. 

Matters determined by meetings of Parkes Shire Council's governing body will include all those 
non-delegable functions identified in section 377 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
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Guiding Principles 

In accordance with section 8A of the Local Government Act 1993, Councillors are reminded of the 
guiding principles applicable to decision-making by local councils: 

Councils should recognise diverse local community needs and interests. 

Councils should consider social justice principles. 

Councils should consider the long-term and cumulative effects of actions on future generations. 

Councils should consider the principles of ecologically sustainable development. 

Council decision-making should be transparent and decision-makers are to be accountable for 
decisions and omissions. 

 

Statement of Ethical Obligations 

In accordance with clause 3.22 of Council's Code of Meeting Practice, Councillors are reminded of 
their Oath or Affirmation of Office made under section 233A of the Act and their obligations under 
Council's Code of Conduct to disclose and appropriately manage conflicts of interest. 

 

Oath or Affirmation of Office 

The Oath or Affirmation is taken by each Councillor whereby they swear or declare to undertake 
the duties of the office of Councillor in the best interests of the people of the Parkes Shire and 
Parkes Shire Council and that they will faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, powers, 
authorities and discretions vested in them under the Local Government Act 1993 or any other Act 
to the best of their ability and judgment. 

 

Conflicts of Interest 

All Councillors must declare and manage any conflicts of interest they may have in matters being 
considered at Council meetings in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct.  All 
declarations of conflicts of interest and how the conflict of interest was managed will be recorded in 
the minutes of the meeting at which the declaration was made.  

Councillors attending a meeting by audio-visual link must declare and manage any conflicts of 
interest they may have in matters being considered at the meeting in accordance with Council’s 
Code of Conduct.  Where a Councillor has declared a pecuniary or significant non-pecuniary 
conflict of interest in a matter being discussed at the meeting, the Councillor’s audio-visual link to 
the meeting will be suspended or terminated for the time during which the matter is being 
considered or discussed by Council, or at any time during which Council is voting on the matter. 

Councillors should ensure that they are familiar with Parts 4 and 5 of Council's Code of Conduct in 
relation to their obligations to declare and manage conflicts of interests. 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING 

In the spirit of open, accessible and transparent government, meetings of Parkes Shire Council are 
video recorded and webcast, consistent with Council's Code of Meeting Practice and the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

Council accepts no liability for any defamatory, discriminatory or offensive remarks or gestures 
made during the course of meetings.  Opinions expressed or statements made by individual 
participants are the opinions or statements of those individuals, and do not imply any form of 
endorsement by Council. 

Closed sessions of Council meetings are not video recorded or webcast. 

Recordings and webcasts are protected by copyright and owned by Council, and published to 
Council's website.  No part may be copied, recorded, reproduced or transmitted without the prior 
written consent of the General Manager.  Any recording or webcast is not, and shall not, be taken 
to be an official record of Council or discussion depicted therein.  Only the official minutes may be 
relied upon as an official record of the meeting. 

Authorised media representatives are permitted to record meetings provided written notice has 
been lodged.  A person may be expelled from a meeting for recording without notice.  Recordings 
may only be used for the purpose of accuracy of reporting and are not for broadcast, or to be 
shared publicly.  No recordings of any private third-party conversations or comments of anyone 
within the Chamber are permitted. 

Please ensure that mobile phones and other electronic devised are turned off or are in silent mode 
for the duration of the meeting. 

Under Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, individuals acting in a disorderly manner can be asked 
by the Chairperson to leave the meeting. 

 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

Parkes Shire Council acknowledges the Wiradjuri People who are the Traditional Custodians of the 
Land. We would also like to pay respect to the Elders past, present and emerging of the Wiradjuri 
Nation and extend that respect to other Aboriginal peoples from other nations who are present. 
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3 PRAYER 

  
 

4 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR A LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

In accordance with clauses 5.3, 5.4 and 5.5 of Council's Code of Meeting Practice, apologies must 
be received and accepted from absent Councillors and a leave of absence from the Council 
Meeting may be granted. 

 

5 APPLICATIONS TO ATTEND BY AUDIO-VISUAL LINK 

In accordance with clauses 5.18 and 5.19 of Council's Code of Meeting Practice, Councillors may 
attend and participate in meetings by audio-visual link with the approval of the Council. 

Requests by Councillors for approval to attend a meeting by audio-visual link must be made in 
writing to the General Manager prior to the meeting in question and provide reasons why the 
Councillor will be presented from attending the meeting in person. 

Councillors attending a meeting by audio-visual link are reminded that they must ensure that no 
other person is within sight or hearing of the meeting at any time that the meeting is closed to the 
public under section 10A of the Local Government Act 1993. 

Note: Consistent with clause 5.43 of Council's Code of Meeting Practice, attendance by Council 
staff at meetings of the Council by audio-visual link shall be with the approval of the General 
Manager. 
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6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

6.1 MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 15 JULY 2025 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our local government is open, accountable and transparent. 

Strategy: Provide open and transparent decision-making and undertake the 
civic duties of Council with professionalism and integrity. 

Annexures: A. Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes - 15 July 2025 

RECOMMENDATION  

That Ordinary Council Meeting: 

1. Receive and confirm the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Tuesday 15 July 
2025 appended at Annexure A. 
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Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting 

Held on Tuesday, 15 July 2025 at the  

Parkes Council Chamber, 2 Cecile Street, Parkes 

 

 

Present: 

Cr Neil Westcott  Councillor (Chairperson) 

Cr Marg Applebee  Councillor (Deputy Chair) 

Cr William Jayet  Councillor 

Cr Ken McGrath  Councillor 

Cr Louise O'Leary  Councillor 

Cr Joy Paddison  Councillor 

Cr Doug Pout  Councillor 

Cr George Pratt  Councillor 

Cr Matthew Scherer  Councillor 

Cr Glenn Wilson  Councillor 

 

Council Officers in Attendance: 

Mr Kent Boyd PSM General Manager 

Mr Jaco Barnard Chief Financial Officer 

Mr Michael O’Shannessy Acting Director Operations 

Mr Anthony McGrath Director Customer, Corporate Services and Economy 

Mrs Annalise Teale Acting Director Planning and Community Services 

Mrs Veronica Shaw Manager Governance, Risk and Corporate Performance 

Mrs Toni Lennane Executive and Councillor Support Coordinator (Minute Secretary) 

 

NOTES 

Cr Louise O’Leary attended via audio-visual link. 

The meeting commenced at 3:00 pm and concluded at 5:18 pm. 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING 

The Mayor declared the Ordinary Council Meeting of Tuesday 15 July 2025 open and welcomed 
Councillors, Council Officers and members of the public attending and listening to the meeting. 

The Mayor advised attendees that the meeting was being recorded and streamed live on the 
internet, to enhance the accessibility of Council meetings to the broader Parkes Shire community, 
and that the recording will be archived and made available on Council’s website. 

The Mayor asked that attendees ensure that mobile phones and other electronic devices were 
turned off or in silent mode for the duration of the meeting. 

The Mayor further advised that all care would be taken to maintain privacy, however, as a visitor in 
the public gallery, members of the public should be aware that their presence may be recorded. 

 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY   

The Deputy Mayor read the following Acknowledgement of Country: 

Parkes Shire Council acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the Wiradjuri Country and 
recognises and respects their cultural heritage, beliefs and continuing connection with the 
lands and rivers of the Parkes Shire. 

Council pays its respects to Elders past, present and emerging and extends this respect to 
all First Nations peoples in the Parkes Shire. 

 

3 PRAYER 

The General Manager read the Prayer: 

O God, 
Direct the way of our words and works, 
In accordance with Thy Will, 
We Pray through Jesus Christ, Our Lord, 
. 
 

AMEN 

 

4 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR A LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Nil 

 

5 APPLICATIONS TO ATTEND BY AUDIO-VISUAL LINK 

An application to attend by audio-visual link was received from Councillor Louise O’Leary. 
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6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

6.1 MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17 JUNE 2025 

RESOLVED  OCM 225/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr Doug Pout 

That Ordinary Council Meeting receive and confirm the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting 
held on Tuesday 17 June 2025 appended at Annexure A. 

CARRIED 

 

7 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

The Mayor reminded Councillors and Council Officers of their obligation under Council's Code of 
Conduct to disclose and manage any conflicts of interest they may have in matters being considered 
at the meeting, and invited Councillors and Council Officers to disclose any such interests. 

Cr William Jayet disclosed a significant non-pecuniary interest in relation to item 17.1 Development 
Application No. DA2024/0095 - Outdoor Recreation Facility (Motorcross Track), 30 Heraghty Road 
Parkes and chose to remain in the meeting, participate in debate and discussion on the matter, and 
vote on the matter. The reason provided was: 

“I have known all parties involved in this DA for many, many years and am on a first name basis with 
Jill and Greg Peterson, Trish and Peter Martin, Kirralee and Matthew Littlewood.” 

Cr Joy Paddison disclosed a significant non-pecuniary interest in relation to item 17.1 Development 
Application No. DA2024/0095 - Outdoor Recreation Facility (Motorcross Track), 30 Heraghty Road 
Parkes and chose to leave the meeting and not participate in debate and discussion on the matter, 
and not vote on the matter. The reason provided was: 

“We are relatives of Matt and Kirralee Littlewood and friends of Greg and Jill Peterson and Pete and 
Trish Martin.  I don’t believe I could be impartial in relation to either party.” 

General Manager Kent Boyd disclosed a pecuniary interest in relation to item 19.1 General Manager 
Performance Review for the period 01.07.2024 to 30.06.2025 and chose to leave meeting, not 
participate in debate and discussion on the matter, and not vote on the matter take. The reason 
provided was: 

“I am the General Manager.” 

General Manager Kent Boyd disclosed a less than significant non-pecuniary interest in relation to 
item 19.2 Design and Construction of Graddle Creek Bridge - PSC2025/001 and chose to remain in 
the meeting, participate in debate and discussion on the matter, and vote on the matter. The reason 
provided was: 

“The property “Curra Park” is on Curra Lane (which ends near this bridge) approximately 15 kms 
from the Bridge being built.  The Farm is owned by IVIC P/L of which I am a Director and Shareholder.  
It is the family farm held since 1950 and is currently being sold.  The bridge, and/or the Contractor 
building the bridge will have no impact on the sale of the land and therefore no pecuniary interest.” 

Cr Joy Paddison disclosed a pecuniary interest in relation to item 19.2 Design and Construction of 
Graddle Creek Bridge - PSC2025/001 and chose to leave meeting, not participate in debate and 
discussion on the matter, and not vote on the matter take. The reason provided was: 

“Our Partnership GM & J Paddison sells grain to Dearnu Pty Ltd therefore a financial interest could 
be perceived as a bias.” 
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8 LATE BUSINESS 

The Mayor advised that no late items of business had been submitted to the meeting. 

9 ADOPTION OF MULTIPLE ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

The Council may, at any time, resolve to adopt multiple items of business, as recommended in the 
report, byway of a single resolution. The Chairperson must list the items of business to be adopted 
and ask Councillors to identify any individual items of business listed by the Chairperson that they 
intend to vote against the recommendation made in the Business Paper, or that they wish to speak 
on (13.2). 

9.1 ADOPTION OF MULTIPLE ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

RESOLVED  OCM 226/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

10.1 Coming Known Events for Mayor and Councillors. 

10.2 Meetings, Functions and Events Attended by Mayor and Councillors. 

10.3 Local Government NSW’s Cost Shifting Report. 

11.1 Country Mayors Association:  Minutes from the Meeting held on 9 May 2025. 

11.2 National General Assembly (NGA) Conference in Canberra. 

12.2 Minutes of the Rural Roads Advisory Committee Meeting held on 12 June 2025. 

12.3 Minutes of the Economy, Destination and Events Advisory Committee Meeting held on 17 
 June 2025. 

12.4 Minutes of the Floodplain Management Committee Meeting held on 17 June 2025. 

12.5 Minutes of the Plant Procurement Advisory Committee Meeting held on 25 June 2025. 

13.1 Funds to Lobby for the Return of Mining Royalties to Affected Communities. 

14.4 Endorsement of Town Crier’s Attendance at 2025 National Town Crier Championships. 

17.3 2025 Cultural Grants Presentation. 

17.4 (DCPS) Quarterly Ranges Report April to June 2025. 

17.5 June 2025 Building Statistics Update. 

CARRIED 
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10 MAYORAL MINUTE(S) 

10.1 COMING KNOWN EVENTS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS 

RESOLVED  OCM 227/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That Council: 

1. Note the known upcoming meetings, functions and events for the Mayor and Councillors 
for the period 12 July 2025 to 16 August 2025: 

CARRIED 

 
 

10.2 MEETINGS, FUNCTIONS AND EVENTS ATTENDED BY MAYOR AND 
COUNCILLORS 

RESOLVED  OCM 228/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That Council: 

1. Note the report on the Meetings functions and events attended in an official capacity, by 
the Mayor and Councillors during the period 13 June 2025 through to 11 July 2025.  

CARRIED 

 
 

10.3 LOCAL GOVERNMENT NSW'S COST SHIFTING REPORT 

RESOLVED  OCM 229/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That Council: 

1. Note the findings of the LGNSW Cost Shifting report for the 2023/2024 financial year; and 

2. Place a copy of the cost shifting report on Council’s website so that our communities can 
access it; and 

3. Council writes to the Premier, the NSW Treasurer and the NSW Minister for Local 
Government seeking that they urgently address these costs through a combination of 
regulatory reform and appropriate funding. 

4. Write to the President of LGNSW, Mayor Phyllis Miller OAM, acknowledging the strong 
advocacy undertaken on behalf of the Local Government industry. 

CARRIED 
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10.4 OPENING OF THE "HEART OF PARKES" - RURAL DOCTOR TRAINING FACILITY 

RESOLVED  OCM 230/25 

Moved: Cr Neil Westcott 
Seconded: Cr Marg Applebee 

That Council: 

1. Congratulate Northparkes Mines, Evolution Mining and Charles Sturt University for 
continuing the Rural Doctors Program in Parkes by developing a new purpose-built 
training facility 

CARRIED 

 

10.5 PARKES SHIRE COUNCIL AWARDED THE 2025 OUTSTANDING RURAL AND 
REMOTE COUNCIL FOR INNOVATION IN FLEET MANAGEMENT 

RESOLVED  OCM 231/25 

Moved: Cr Ken McGrath 
Seconded: Cr George Pratt 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the information about the national award for innovation in fleet 
management 

2. Congratulate Council’s Fleet and Depot Manager Mr Michael O’Shannessy and his team 
on their outstanding achievement. 

CARRIED 

 
 

11 COUNCILLOR REPORT(S) 

11.1 COUNTRY MAYORS ASSOCIATION:  MINUTES FROM THE MEETING HELD ON 9 
MAY 2025 

RESOLVED  OCM 232/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That: 

1. Receive and note the Minutes from the Country Mayors Association (CMA) meeting held 
on 9 May 2025. 

CARRIED 
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11.2 NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY (NGA) CONFERENCE IN CANBERRA 

RESOLVED  OCM 233/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That: 

1. Council receive and note the information about the National General Assembly of Local 
Government in Canberra. 

CARRIED 

 

12 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

12.1 MINUTES OF THE AUDIT, RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON 28 MAY 2025 

RESOLVED  OCM 234/25 

Moved: Cr Joy Paddison 
Seconded: Cr Marg Applebee 

That Council: 

1. Receive and confirm the Minutes of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee Meeting 
held on Wednesday 28 May 2025 appended at Annexure A. 

CARRIED 

 

12.2 MINUTES OF THE RURAL ROADS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 12 
JUNE 2025 

RESOLVED  OCM 235/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That Council: 

1. Receive and confirm the Minutes of the Rural Roads Advisory Committee Meeting held on 
Thursday 12 June 2025 appended at Annexure A. 

CARRIED 
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12.3 MINUTES OF THE ECONOMY, DESTINATION AND EVENTS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 17 JUNE 2025 

RESOLVED  OCM 236/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That Council: 

1. Receive and confirm the Minutes of the Economy, Destination and Events Advisory 
Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 17 June 2025 appended at Annexure A. 

CARRIED 

 

12.4 MINUTES OF THE FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 
17 JUNE 2025 

RESOLVED  OCM 237/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That Council: 

1. Receive and confirm the Minutes of the Floodplain Management Committee Meeting held 
on Tuesday 17 June 2025 appended at Annexure A. 

CARRIED 

 

12.5 MINUTES OF THE PLANT PROCUREMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON 25 JUNE 2025 

RESOLVED  OCM 238/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That Council: 

1. Receive and confirm the Minutes of the Plant Procurement Advisory Committee Meeting 
held on Wednesday 25 June 2025 appended at Annexure A. 

CARRIED 
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13 REPORTS OF THE GENERAL MANAGER 

13.1 FUNDS TO LOBBY FOR THE RETURN OF MINING ROYALTIES TO AFFECTED 
COMMUNITIES 

RESOLVED  OCM 239/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That: 

1. $15,000 be allocated from the existing budget to support advocacy efforts aimed at 
securing the return of a portion of mining royalties to the communities that host, or are 
affected by, mining operations.  

CARRIED 

At 3:20 pm, Cr Louise O'Leary left the meeting. 

At 3:22 pm, Cr Louise O'Leary rejoined the meeting. 

 

13.2 THE WELCOME INDUSTRIAL LAND RELEASE 

RESOLVED  OCM 240/25 

Moved: Cr Ken McGrath 
Seconded: Cr Doug Pout 

That: 

1. Council receive and note the report. 

2. Council call Expressions of Interest for “The Welcome” industrial land release.  

CARRIED 

 

13.3 DRAFT FINANCIAL REPORTS AS AT 30 JUNE 2025 

RESOLVED  OCM 241/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the draft income statement for the 2024/25 financial year.  

CARRIED 
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13.4 INVESTMENTS AND BORROWINGS REPORT AS AT 30 JUNE 2025 

RESOLVED  OCM 242/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr Doug Pout 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the Statement of Investments and Borrowings as on 30 June 2025 

CARRIED 

 

14 REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR CUSTOMER, CORPORATE SERVICES AND 
ECONOMY 

14.1 MAJOR PROJECTS AND CURRENT WORKS - CUSTOMER, CORPORATE 
SERVICES & ECONOMY - JUNE 2025. 

RESOLVED  OCM 243/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr George Pratt 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the status report of Major Projects within Parkes Shire Council's 
Customer, Corporate Services and Economy Directorate. 

CARRIED 

 

14.2 CUSTOMER SERVICES - UPDATE ON IMPLEMENTATION OF SERVICE REVIEW 
ACTIONS 

RESOLVED  OCM 244/25 

Moved: Cr William Jayet 
Seconded: Cr Marg Applebee 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the progress and changes being introduced in relation to the 
implementation of the actions from the Customer Services Service Review.  

CARRIED 
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14.3 PARKES SHIRE SIGNAGE STAGE ONE ROLLOUT LOCATIONS 

RESOLVED  OCM 245/25 

Moved: Cr Doug Pout 
Seconded: Cr George Pratt 

That Council: 

1. Endorses the proposed locations for Stage 1 signage rollout as outlined in this report. 

2. Note that installation works are scheduled for completion by December 2025 in 
accordance with funding requirements. 

CARRIED 

 

14.4 ENDORSEMENT OF TOWN CRIER'S ATTENDANCE AT 2025 NATIONAL TOWN 
CRIER CHAMPIONSHIPS 

RESOLVED  OCM 246/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That Council: 

1. Endorse the attendance of Parkes Shire Council's Town Crier, Mr Tim Keith, at the 
Australian Town Crier Championships in Canberra, ACT from 9 to 12 October 2025. 

2. Reimburse travel and accommodation costs, estimated to be $657, to Mr Keith upon 
presentation of receipts.   

3. Endorse the presentation of an appropriate gift by the Town Crier at the Championships 
up to the value of $80. 

CARRIED 

 

15 REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUSTAINABILITY 

15.1 MAJOR PROJECTS AND CURRENT WORKS - INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
SUSTAINABILITY 

RESOLVED  OCM 247/25 

Moved: Cr William Jayet 
Seconded: Cr Marg Applebee 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the Infrastructure and Sustainability Major Projects and Current Works 
Report for June 2025, appended at Annexure A. 

CARRIED 
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15.2 CRITICAL REPAIR OF WATER AND SEWER INFRASTRUCTURE - FUNDING 
ANNOUNCED 

RESOLVED  OCM 248/25 

Moved: Cr Neil Westcott 
Seconded: Cr Glenn Wilson 

That Council: 

1. Formally write and thank The Hon. Janelle Saffin, MP, (Minister for Recovery) and Mr Philip 
Donato, MP (Member for Orange), for their considerable assistance in the $22.9 million 
being committed by the NSW Government to rebuild and reconfigure the Lake Endeavour 
pipeline and the Beargamil Dam Wall repair. 

CARRIED 

16 REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR OPERATIONS 

16.1 MAJOR PROJECTS AND CURRENT WORKS - OPERATIONS 

RESOLVED  OCM 249/25 

Moved: Cr Doug Pout 
Seconded: Cr Marg Applebee 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the Operations Major Projects and Current Works Report for June 
2025, appended at Annexure A. 

CARRIED 

17 REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR PLANNING AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

At 4:09 pm, Cr Joy Paddison left the meeting due to a declared interest in Item 17.1. 

17.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. DA2024/0095 - OUTDOOR RECREATION 
FACILITY (MOTORCROSS TRACK), 30 HERAGHTY ROAD PARKES 

RESOLVED  OCM 250/25 

Moved: Cr William Jayet 
Seconded: Cr Marg Applebee 

That: 

1. Council approve DA2024/0095 subject to the conditions contained in the report. 

 

In Favour: Crs Neil Westcott, Marg Applebee, William Jayet, Ken McGrath, Louise O'Leary, 
Doug Pout, George Pratt, Matthew Scherer and Glenn Wilson 

Against: Nil 

CARRIED 9/0 
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At 4:24 pm, Cr Louise O'Leary left the meeting during the discussions of Item 17.1. 

At 4:25 pm, Cr Louise O'Leary rejoined the meeting before Item 17.1 was voted on. 

At 4:25 pm, Cr Joy Paddison rejoined the meeting after Item 17.1 was discussed. 

At 4:25 pm, Cr George Pratt left the meeting. 

At 4:29 pm, Cr George Pratt rejoined the meeting. 

17.2 PLANNING PROPOSAL - RECLASSIFICATION OF COMMUNITY TO 
OPERATIONAL LAND - ARMSTRONG STREET, PARKES 

RESOLVED  OCM 251/25 

Moved: Cr William Jayet 
Seconded: Cr Glenn Wilson 

That: 

1. Council acknowledges the submissions received during public exhibition and during the 
Public Hearing and proceed to finalise the amendment to the Parkes Local Environmental 
Plan 2012 to reclassify Lot 1 DP119739 from Community to Operational Land. 

CARRIED 

 

17.3 2025 CULTURAL GRANTS PRESENTATION 

RESOLVED  OCM 252/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That: 

1. Council note this report. 

CARRIED 

 

17.4 (DCPS) QUARTERLY RANGERS REPORT APRIL TO JUNE 2025 

RESOLVED  OCM 253/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That: 

1. The report be noted.  

CARRIED 
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17.5 JUNE 2025 BUILDING STATISTICS UPDATE 

RESOLVED  OCM 254/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That: 

1. Receive and note the June 2025 Building Statistics Report.  

CARRIED 

 

At 4:30 pm, Cr Doug Pout left the meeting. 

At 4:32 pm, Cr Doug Pout rejoined the meeting. 

18 NOTICES OF MOTION/QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

18.1 AGREEMENTS OR DOCUMENTS SIGNED RELATING TO THE PARKES SPECIAL 
ACTIVATION PRECINCT (SAP) 

RESOLVED  OCM 255/25 

Moved: Cr Glenn Wilson 
Seconded: Cr Marg Applebee 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the response to the Question with Notice submitted by Cr Glenn Wilson, 
as detailed in this report. 

CARRIED 

 

18.2 COUNCIL OPTIONS ON LAND WITHIN THE PARKES SPECIAL ACTIVATION 
PRECINCT 

RESOLVED  OCM 256/25 

Moved: Cr Glenn Wilson 
Seconded: Cr Marg Applebee 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the response to the Question with Notice submitted by Cr Glenn Wilson, 
as detailed in this report. 

CARRIED 
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18.3 ENGAGEMENT OF A PROBITY OFFICER FOR TENDER PROCESS OVERSIGHT 

RESOLVED  OCM 257/25 

Moved: Cr Glenn Wilson 
Seconded: Cr Marg Applebee 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the response to the Question with Notice submitted by Cr Glenn Wilson, 
as detailed in this report. 

CARRIED 

19 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS 

RESOLVED  OCM 258/25 

Moved: Cr Marg Applebee 
Seconded: Cr Doug Pout 

That Ordinary Council Meeting: 

1. Moves into Closed Session to deal with the matters below, which are classified as 
confidential under section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993 for the reasons 
specified: 

19.1 GENERAL MANAGER PERFORMANCE REVIEW FOR THE PERIOD 
01.07.2024 TO 30.06.2025 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - a of the Local 
Government Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open 
meeting would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with personnel 
matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors). 

Further it is considered that discussions of this matter in open Council would, on balance, 
be contrary to the public interest as it would prejudice Council's ability to secure the 
optimum outcome for the community. 

19.2 DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF GRADDLE CREEK BRIDGE - 
PSC2025/001 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - a of the Local 
Government Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open 
meeting would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with personnel 
matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors). 

Further it is considered that discussions of this matter in open Council would, on balance, 
be contrary to the public interest as it would prejudice Council's ability to secure the 
optimum outcome for the community. 

19.3 ROSE STREET SUBDIVISION RETAINING WALLS - PSC2025/047 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - a of the Local 
Government Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open 
meeting would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with personnel 
matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors). 
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Further it is considered that discussions of this matter in open Council would, on balance, 
be contrary to the public interest as it would prejudice Council's ability to secure the 
optimum outcome for the community. 

19.4 APPOINTMENT OF COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE – COMMUNITY, 
LIVEABILITY & ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - a of the Local 
Government Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open 
meeting would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with personnel 
matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors). 

Further it is considered that discussions of this matter in open Council would, on balance, 
be contrary to the public interest as it would prejudice Council's ability to secure the 
optimum outcome for the community. 

2. Exclude the media and public from the meeting on the basis that the business to be 
considered is classified as confidential, pursuant to 10A(1), 10(2) and 10A(3) of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

3. Withhold reports and correspondence relevant to the subject business be withheld from the 
media and public as provided by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

4. Make public resolutions made by the Council in Closed Session after the conclusion of the 
Closed Session, and record such resolutions in the minutes of the Council meeting. 

CARRIED 

 

At 4:44 pm the General Manager Kent Boyd left the meeting due to a declared interest in Item 19.1. 

At 4:44 pm, the Meeting went into Closed Session. 

19.1 GENERAL MANAGER PERFORMANCE REVIEW FOR THE PERIOD 01.07.2024 TO 
30.06.2025 

RESOLVED  OCM 259/25 

Moved: Cr Neil Westcott 
Seconded: Cr Doug Pout 

That Council: 

1. Receive the General Manager's Performance review appended as Annexure B. 

2. Congratulate the General Manager on the result of his performance review. 

3. Agree to extend the General Managers Contract to 2 July 2027 

4. Allow the Mayor, in liaison with the General Manager Performance Review Committee, 
finalise contractual arrangements for the contract extension, generally in alignment with 
the existing Contract. 

5. Endorse the appointment of the Director of Infrastructure, Andrew Francis, as Acting 
General Manager, from Friday 22 August 2025 to Monday 22 September 2025, during the 
General Manager’s next period of leave. 

6. Appoint an Acting General Manager from the pool of Directors for periods of leave of up to 
four (4) weeks and that these short term, temporary appointments be communicated by 
the General Manager and the Mayor to the Councillors when required and prior to the 
leave period, if possible.  

CARRIED 
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At 4:54 pm, General Manager Kent Boyd returned to the meeting. 

At 4:54 pm, Cr Joy Paddison left the meeting due to a declared interest in Item 19.2. 

19.2 DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF GRADDLE CREEK BRIDGE - PSC2025/001 

RESOLVED  OCM 260/25 

Moved: Cr Ken McGrath 
Seconded: Cr William Jayet 

That: 

1. Contract No. PSC2025/001 be awarded to Dearnu Pty Ltd for the sum of $1,602,220.00 
(including GST) and in addition Council accept the Alternate Traffic Railing proposal for an 
additional $119,000.00 (including GST) resulting in a total contract sum of $1,721,220.00. 

CARRIED 

 

At 4:58 pm, Cr Joy Paddison rejoined the meeting. 

 

19.3 ROSE STREET SUBDIVISION RETAINING WALLS - PSC2025/047 

RESOLVED  OCM 261/25 

Moved: Cr Doug Pout 
Seconded: Cr Marg Applebee 

That: 

1. Council Award Contract PSC2025/047 – Design, Supply and Option of Installation of 
Retaining Walls to Waratah Landscapes and Garden Supplies Pty Ltd (Option 3) for the 
amount of $203,530.00 (ex GST). 

2. Authorise the General Manager to execute the contract and associated documentation. 

CARRIED 

 

19.4 APPOINTMENT OF COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE – COMMUNITY, LIVEABILITY 
& ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

RESOLVED  OCM 262/25 

Moved: Cr George Pratt 
Seconded: Cr Joy Paddison 

That Council: 

1. Moves that Jessica Macdonald be appointed as the third Community Representative on 
the Community, Liveability & Access Advisory Committee. 

CARRIED 
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RESOLVED  OCM 263/25 

Moved: Cr William Jayet 
Seconded: Cr Marg Applebee 

That Ordinary Council Meeting:  

1. Resume in Open Session and note the Mayor’s report on Confidential Resolutions. 

CARRIED 

   

At 5:16 pm, the Council in Closed Session returned to Open Session. 

 
 

20 REPORT OF CONFIDENTIAL RESOLUTIONS 

In accordance with clauses 14.22 and 14.23 of Council's Code of Meeting Practice, resolutions 
passed during a meeting, or a part of a meeting that is closed to the public must be made public by 
the Chairperson as soon as practicable.  Such resolutions must be recorded in the publicly 
available minutes of the meeting.  

 

21 CONCLUSION OF MEETING 

The meeting concluded at 5:18 pm. 

 

 

 

This is the final page of the minutes comprising 16 pages numbered 1 to 16 of the Ordinary 
Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 15 July 2025 and confirmed on Tuesday, 19 August 2025. 

 

 

 

           

  

MAYOR 
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7 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

In accordance with Part 16 of Council's Code of Meeting Practice, all Councillors must disclose 
and manage any conflicts of interest they may have in matters being considered at the meeting. 

Council's Code of Conduct deals with pecuniary and non-pecuniary conflicts of interest and 
political donations, and provides guidance on how these issues should be managed. 

Councillors, and where applicable, other Council Officials, must be familiar with Council's Code of 
Conduct and their obligations to disclose and manage any conflicts of interest that they may have 
in matters being considered at this Council Meeting. 

Note: Councillors and staff who declare an Interest at the Council Meeting are also required to 
complete a Declaration of Interest form. 

Obligations 

Pecuniary Interests A Councillor who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 
Council is concerned, and who is present at a meeting of the Council at 
which the matter is being considered, must disclose the nature of the 
interest to the meeting. 

The Councillor must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting: 

(a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or 
discussed, or 

(b) At any time during which the Council is voting on any question 
in relation to the matter. 

Non-Pecuniary 
Conflicts of Interest 

A Councillor who has a non-pecuniary conflict of interest in a matter, must 
disclose the relevant private interest in relation to the matter fully and on 
each occasion on which the non-pecuniary conflict of interest arises in 
relation to the matter. 

Significant Non-
Pecuniary Conflicts 
of Interest 

A Councillor who has a significant non-pecuniary conflict of interest in 
relation to a matter under consideration at a Council meeting, must 
manage the conflict of interest as if they had a pecuniary interest in the 
matter. 

Less than 
Significant Non-
Pecuniary Interests 

A Councillor who determines that they have a non-pecuniary conflict of 
interest in a matter that is not significant and does not require further 
action, when disclosing the interest must also explain why conflict of 
interest is not significant and does not require further action in the 
circumstances. 
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8 LATE BUSINESS 

9 ADOPTION OF MULTIPLE ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

The Council may, at any time, resolve to adopt multiple items of business, as recommended in the 
report, byway of a single resolution. The Chairperson must list the items of business to be adopted 
and ask Councillors to identify any individual items of business listed by the Chairperson that they 
intend to vote against the recommendation made in the Business Paper, or that they wish to speak 
on (13.2). 
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10 MAYORAL MINUTE(S) 

10.1 MEETINGS, FUNCTIONS AND EVENTS ATTENDED BY MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our Local Government is open, accountable and representative. 

Strategy: Advocate and provide strong representation for our community at 
the regional, state, and federal levels. 

Author: Cr Neil Westcott 

Annexures: Nil 
  

MOTION 

That Council: 

1. Note the report on the Meetings functions and events attended in an official capacity, by 
the Mayor and Councillors during the period 11 July 2025 through to 15 August 2025.  

 

 
REPORT 

Table 1: lists the Meetings, functions and events attended by the Mayor and Councillors during the 
period 11 July 2025 through to 15 August 2025: 

 

Table 1: Meetings, Functions and Events attended by Mayor and Councillors 
 

Date Function  
Monday  
14 July 

Parkes Shire Australia Day Committee Meeting, Committee Room 

Mayor Neil Westcott, Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee and Cr 
Louise O’Leary  

Tuesday  
15 July 
 

 

 

 

Economy, Destination and Events Advisory Committee Meeting, 
Cooke Park Pavilion  

Mayor Neil Westcott, Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee, Cr Joy 
Paddison, Cr Doug Pout, Cr Bill Jayet and Cr Glenn Wilson   

 

Bogan Gate Site Visit  

All Councillors & Directors  

Mayor Neil Westcott, Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee, Cr Bill 
Jayet, Cr Joy Paddison, Cr Doug Pout, Cr George Pratt, Cr 
Kenny McGrath, Cr Glenn Wilson, General Manager Kent Boyd, 
Acting Director of Planning & Community Services Annalise 
Teale, Acting Director of Operations Michael O’Shannessy and 
Mr Michael Carter  

Apology: Cr Louise O’Leary and Cr Matthew Scherer  
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Ordinary Council Meeting, Council Chambers  

All Councillors & Directors  

Wednesday  
16 July  

Meals on Wheels Christmas in July Luncheon, Parkes Services Club  

Cr Doug Pout  

Thursday  
17 July  

ABC Interview about Wetlands, Parkes  

Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee 

Friday  
18 July  

Interview with 7News about Wetlands, Parkes  

Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee 

 

Interview with Channel 9 Energy-from-Waste, Parkes  

Mayor Neil Westcott  

Monday  
21 July  

ABC Central West Breakfast Radio Interview about McGrane Way 
new Bridge Tender, Parkes  

Mayor Neil Westcott  

 

Alectown Community Consultative Committee Meeting  

Mayor Neil Westcott  

Wednesday  
23 July  

Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee Meeting, Committee Room 

Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee and Cr Joy Paddison  

 

Tullamore Community Consultative Committee Meeting, Bowling 
Club  

Cr George Pratt  

Thursday  
24 July  

Trundle Community Consultative Committee Meeting 

Cr Joy Paddison  

Friday – Saturday  
25 – 26 July  

Executive Certificate, Sydney  

Cr Doug Pout  

Sunday  
27 July  

Parkes Shire Concert Band celebrating 30 years of Community 
Music, Parkes Services Club  

Mayor Neil Westcott, Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee & Cr Bill 
Jayet 

Apology: Cr Doug Pout & Cr Louise O’Leary  

Monday  
28 July  

Welcome to the Parkes Shire Event Discussion, Committee Room 

Mayor Neil Westcott and Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee 

 

Peak Hill Community Consultative Committee Meeting, AIF Hall 

Cr Louise O’Leary  
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Tuesday  
29 July  

ABC Radio Interview, East Parkes Master Plan  

Mayor Neil Westcott  

Wednesday  
30 July  

Central New South Wales Joint Organisation (CNSWJO) Dinner 

Mayor Neil Westcott and General Manager Kent Boyd 

Thursday  
31 July  

Central New South Wales Joint Organisation (CNSWJO) Board 
Meeting, Cooke Park Pavilion  

Mayor Neil Westcott and General Manager Kent Boyd 

Wednesday – Thursday  
30 – 31 July  

Keep Australia Beautiful NSW Conference 

Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee 

Friday  
1 August  

The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners (RACGP) 
Meeting, Cooke Park Pavilion  

Mayor Neil Westcott, Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee and General 
Manager Kent Boyd 

Apology: Cr Louise O’Leary 

Monday  
4 August  

Community Safety Precinct Committee (CSPC), Condobolin  

Mayor Neil Westcott and General Manager Kent Boyd 

 

Central NSW Integrated Transport Group (CNSW-ITG) Meeting, 
Online  

Director Operations Logan Hignett 

Apology: Mayor Neil Westcott 

 

Local Government Week at Parkes Shire Council Currajong 
Disability Services Visit, Council Chambers  

Mayor Neil Westcott, Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee and Cr Doug 
Pout (Representing Currajong Disability Services) 

Tuesday  
5 August  

Arts Advisory Committee Meeting, Committee Room  

Mayor Neil Westcott, Cr Bill Jayet, Cr Doug Pout and Cr Louise 
O’Leary. 

Apology: Cr Joy Paddison  

 

Community, Liveability and Access Committee Meeting, Committee 
Room  

Mayor Neil Westcott, Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee, Cr Bill 
Jayet, Cr Doug Pout, Cr George Pratt and Cr Louise O’Leary  

 

Councillor Workshop, Council Chambers  

All Councillors & Directors  

Apology: Cr Joy Paddison  
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Wednesday  
6 August  

Local Traffic Committee Meeting, Committee Room  

Cr George Pratt and Cr Kenny McGrath  

 

ARIC and Audit Office Meeting, Online  

Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee  

Apology: Cr Joy Paddison  

Thursday  
7 August  

Country Mayors Association (CMA) meeting with the Hon. Penny 
Sharpe MLC. 

Mayor Neil Westcott 

 

The Hon. Penny Sharpe one-on-one Meeting to discuss Energy-
from-Waste, Sydney  

Mayor Neil Westcott  

 

Country Mayors Association (CMA) Dinner with former Prime 
Minister the Hon Tony Abbott AC, Sydney  

Mayor Neil Westcott 

Friday  
8 August  

Country Mayors Association (CMA) Crime, Law & Order Meeting, 
Sydney  

Mayor Neil Westcott 

Friday & Saturday  
8 - 10 August  

Tullamore Show  

Mayor Neil Westcott, Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee and Cr Bill 
Jayet 

Sunday  
10 August  

Middle East Area of Operations (MEAO) Commemorative Day, 
Cooke Park  

Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee  

Apology: Mayor Neil Westscott 
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Monday  
11 August  

Community Financial Assistance Grants Committee Meeting, 
Committee Room  

Mayor Neil Westcott, Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee, Cr Bill 
Jayet, Cr Kenny McGrath, Director Customer, Corporate 
Services and Economy and Manager Governance, Risk and 
Corporate Performance Veroncia Shaw 

Apology: Cr Doug Pout, Cr Kenny McGrath and Chief Finance 
Officer Jaco Barnard 

 

View Club Trivia Night, Parkes Town Bowling Club  

Mayor Neil Wescott and Cr Bill Jayet 

 

Bogan Gate Community Memorial Consultative Committee Meeting, 
Memorial Hall  

Apology: Cr George Pratt  

 

Energy-from-Waste Meeting with Edward Nicholas and Andrew 
Smith, Committee Room 

Mayor Neil Westcott, Cr Bill Jayet, General Manager Kent Boyd, 
Director Customer, Corporate, Services & Economy Anthony 
McGrath and Director Operations Logan Hignett. 

 

Apologies:  Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee, Cr Glenn Wilson, Cr 
Doug Pout, Cr Louise O’Leary and Cr Joy Paddison 

Tuesday  
12 August  

Variety Bash, Parkes  

Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee  

Apology: Mayor Neil Westcott  

Tuesday & Wednesday  
12 – 13 August  

Trundle Show 

Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee and Cr Bill Jayet  

Wednesday  
13 August  

Official Opening of the Blacksmith Shop Exhibition, Henry Parkes 
Museum 

Mayor Neil Westcott, Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee, Cr Bill 
Jayet, Cr Matthew Scherer, Cr Doug Pout and Mr Phil Donato 
MP 

 

Floodplain Management Committee Meeting, Committee Room  

Cr George Pratt  

Apology: Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee and Cr Glenn Wilson  
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Councillors and Directors enjoyed their Morning at the Site Visit at the Solar Mining Service in Bogan Gate. 

 

 

Councillor Doug Pout enjoyed the delicious Luncheon and Christmas in July celebration with Meals on Wheels.   
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Mayor Neil Westcott, Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee and Cr Bill Jayet enjoyed their afternoon celebrating the Parkes 
Shire Concert Band's 30th anniversary of Community music. The event was filled with wonderful performances by the 
band showcasing their talent and dedication. This is such a huge achievement, and all those involved over the years 

should be proud. 

 

Mayor Neil Westcott, Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee and Councillor Bill Jayet had a wonderful day out at the Annual 
Tullamore Show, celebrating 100 years. It was certainly a day filled with lots of smiles. 
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Cr Neil Westcott, MAYOR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee pictured with (Left to Right) Mr Adam James – Afghanistan Veteran – RAAF & MC for 
the Ceremony, Keith Woodlands and Mr Phil Donato MP at the MEAO Commemorative Day. Was a beautiful 

ceremony and morning.   

 

Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee and Councillor Bill Jayet are pictured at the Trundle Show at the Parkes Shire Council 
Tent with staff. At the Trundle Show, also pictured is Mr Phil Donato MP who was also in attendance.                          

It was an enjoyable day had by all. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Neil Westcott, Councillor Bill Jayet and Mr Phil Donato MP enjoyed their morning at the Official Opening of the 
Blacksmith Shop. 
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10.2 COMING KNOWN EVENTS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our Local Government is open, accountable and representative. 

Strategy: Advocate and provide strong representation for our community at 
the regional, state, and federal levels. 

Author: Cr Neil Westcott 

Annexures: Nil 
  

MOTION 

That Council: 

1. Note the known upcoming meetings, functions and events for the Mayor and Councillors 
for the period 15 August 2025 to 12 September 2025: 

 

 
REPORT 

Table1. below, lists the upcoming meetings, functions and events requiring the attendance of the 
Mayor or Councillors in relation to community or civic matters during the period 15 August 2025 
through to 12 September 2025: 

Table 1: Known upcoming Meetings, Functions and Events for Mayor and Councillors  
 

Date Function  
Saturday 
16 August 

Parkes Show Dinner 

Mayor Neil Westcott & Mrs Alison Westcott 

Monday  
18 August  

Vietnam Veterans Day, Vietnam Memorial, Memorial Hill, Parkes 

Mayor Neil Westcott 

 

Mock Car Crash, Parkes PCYC  

Invitation sent to all Councillors 

Tuesday  
19 August 

Meals and Wheels Luncheon and Presentation, Committee Room  

All Councillors & Directors  

 

Citizenship Ceremony, Council Chambers  

All Councillors & Directors  

 

Ordinary Council Meeting, Council Chambers  

All Councillors & Directors  

Pavilion Preview at Peak Hill Showground 

Cr Louise O’Leary 
Apologies:  All other Councillors due to other commitments 

Tuesday & Wednesday Peak Hill Show  
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19 – 20 August  Invitation sent to all Councillors 

Friday 
22 August  

Paint the Town REaD, Parkes  

Mayor Neil Westcott officially and all Councillors 
 

Monday  
25 August  

Catch up with Peak Hill Local Aboriginal Land Council (PHLALC), 
Peak Hill  

Mayor Neil Westcott, Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee and Cr 
Louise O’Leary & Acting General Manager Andrew Francis 

 

Official Opening of MR350 in Trundle 

Mayor Neil Westcott, All Councillors & Directors 

 

Peak Hill Community Consultative Committee Meeting, AIF Hall  

Mayor Neil Westcott 

Monday – Wednesday  
25 – 27 August  

Parkes Show  

Invitation sent to all Councillors  

Tuesday  
26 August  

Parkes Shire Luncheon 

Mayor Neil Westcott & Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee 

 

Parkes Show Presidents Luncheon and Junior Judging, 
Showground  

Cr Joy Paddison  

Thursday  
28 August  

Trundle Community Consultative Committee Meeting 

Cr Joy Paddison  

Friday  
29 August  

Tour of the Parkes Christian School and Assembly  

Mayor Neil Westcott  

Saturday  
30 August  

Questacon, Coventry Room Parkes  

Invitation sent to all Councillors & Directors  

Saturday 
30 August 

Frontline Ball 2025 – Evolution Mining Fundraising event 

Mayor Neil Westcott and Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee 

Tuesday  
2 September  

Councillor Workshop, Council Chambers  

All Councillors & Directors  

Saturday 
6 September 

Trundle Bush Tucker Day 

All Councillors & general Public 

 

Catholic Deb Ball, Parkes 

Mayor Neil Westcott & Mrs Alison Westcott 
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Wednesday  
10 September  

Tullamore Community Consultative Committee Meeting, Bowling 
Club  

Cr George Pratt 

 

 

 

 

Cr Neil Westcott 

MAYOR 
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11 COUNCILLOR REPORT(S) 

11.1 KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL STATE TIDY TOWNS CONFERENCE 2025 

 

Author: Marg Applebee, Deputy Mayor 

Authoriser: Kent Boyd PSM, General Manager 

Annexures: Nil 

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. Note the contents of the report by Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee for the Keep Australia 
Beautiful State Tidy Downs Conference that she attended on behalf of Council in Sydney on 
30 & 31 July 2025. 

 

 
ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

On behalf of Council, I attended the 2025 State Keep Australia Beautiful Tidy Towns Conference in 
Sydney. 

The main items that I was in attendance for, had a focus on litter prevention, particularly around 
disposal of cigarettes, vapes and plastics.  

The event kicked things off with updates on the NSW Litter Prevention Strategy and insights about 
voluntary behaviour change, highlighting scalable co-designed solutions that can voluntarily reduce 
single use plastics. 

The panel spoke about the issues around large quantity of illegally imported cigarettes and vapes 
and the issues of disposal of butts and vapes, with many people not understanding that cigarettes 
continue to pose a littering risk (as well as a health risk) with filters not being biodegradable.  

The Interactive Fishbowl Discussion explored the impacts of litter from cigarette butts and vapes, 
shared practical strategies for prevention and enforcement, and discussed community engagement 
approaches. 

Discussions around ways to encourage safe disposal of litter, providing options for smokers. People 
can usually see where they can’t smoke. Yes, controversial, but we all know those places where 
people congregate to smoke and potentially leave their cigarettes to be cleaned up by someone else, 
whether it is manually, or through rain drainage.  

Enforcement and litter management regulation for helping councils clean up illegally dumped 
household waste was discussed and solutions offered for monitoring and enforcement, including 
CCTV, reporting processes and follow up options, littering fines etc.  

Littering, including pelletised plastic, was discussed. When spills occur, we should have high 
expectations of the clean up being extensive, not just a surface level pick up. 

I was challenged by presentations from several Councils and OzFish, on urban litter and stormwater 
pollution, cultural challenges in waterways including religious offerings that harm wildlife, dog litter, 
wet wipes and vapes, availability of tangle bins and I loved the idea of a drop off day for fishing, 
encouraging people to donate their used fishing gear to those who would like to take up fishing. 
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The Product Stewardship in Practice Workshop explored practical, council-focused solutions for 
mattress disposal - reducing dumping, easing bulky waste pressure, and co-designing reuse and 
recycling models that work on the ground, not just on paper. 

We love a comfortable mattress, but responsible disposal of mattresses is an ongoing issue being 
tackled across the state, with operations like The Croc at Liverpool Council, processing mattresses 
and separating the elements for recycling.  

The trade displays showcased some of the latest products, services and solutions available to 
councils to assist with managing litter and difficult waste streams.  

 

 

 
 

Cr Marg Applebee 
Deputy Mayor 
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11.2 LOCAL GOVERNMENT WEEK CELEBRATIONS - 4 AUGUST 2025 

 

Author: Doug Pout, Councillor 

Authoriser: Kent Boyd PSM, General Manager 

Annexures: Nil 
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Note the information in the report about Council's Local Government Week Celebrations 
on 4 August 2025 by Cr Doug Pout.  

 

 
ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

Parkes Shire Council's Local Government Week Celebration - 4 August 2025 

Currajong Visit Event Summary 

On Monday 4th August 2025, I had the absolute pleasure of participating in a truly special event as 
part of Parkes Shire Council’s Local Government Week celebrations. What made this day particularly 
meaningful for me was that I attended in two capacities both as a Councillor and as a staff member 
of Currajong Disability Services. 

It was a wonderful opportunity to bring together two parts of my life and help bridge the gap between 
Local Government and our community. The day was all about making Council more accessible and 
inclusive, and I’m proud to say it was a great success. 

Together with Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee and Council staff, we welcomed Currajong participants 
and workers to Council for a day of learning, engagement, and fun. Each participant became a 
“Councillor for the Day,” complete with their own name plaque, goody bags filled with Council 
information, and the chance to share their ideas and advice with us. 

One activity kicked off with a presentation about what a Councillor does, followed by a mock Council 
meeting where participants elected their own Mayor and Deputy Mayor and even got to wear the 
Mayoral chains. Their enthusiasm and leadership was impressive, and they managed the meeting 
with confidence and passion. The “Councillors” also shared some fantastic ideas for our community, 
including: 

• A roundabout at the Clarinda Street and East Street intersection to help ease congestion. 

• A general consensus was greater access to shops in town with ramps and wider doors etc. 

• More activities in Parkes for deaf people (in addition to the ones already conducted in the 
Library). 

In the next activity the group then enjoyed a behind-the-scenes tour of our administration building. 
During the tour they met with the Director of Planning, who talked about what planning does for the 
Community and organised for Currajong to see a large scale version of their own development plan. 
They also heard from our Parks and Gardens team about upcoming planting projects and got to take 
home some plants of their own. Our Emergency Management Coordinator also gave a fascinating 
talk, offering a glimpse into how Council prepares for and responds to emergencies. 

We wrapped up the day with a celebratory lunch and a special guest appearance from the Mayor, 
which was a real highlight for everyone involved. 
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It was a joyful, engaging, and meaningful day not just for the participants, but for all of us at Council. 
Events like this are a powerful reminder of the importance of inclusion and the value of connecting 
with all our community in genuine and accessible ways. I’m incredibly proud to have been part of it. 
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Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee, Councillor Doug Pout, Council Staff and Currajong Disability 
Services being “Councillors for a Day”  

 

 

Doug Pout 

COUNCILLOR 
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12 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

12.1 MINUTES OF THE ECONOMY, DESTINATION AND EVENTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON 15 JULY 2025 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our local government is open, accountable and transparent. 

Strategy: Provide open and transparent decision-making and undertake the 
civic duties of Council with professionalism and integrity. 

Author: Hamish Ritchie, Economic Development Specialist 

Authoriser: Anthony McGrath, Director Customer, Corporate Services and Economy 

Annexures: A. Economy, Destination and Events Advisory Committee Meeting 
Minutes - 15 July 2025   

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and confirm the Minutes of the Economy, Destination and Events Advisory 
Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 15 July 2025 appended at Annexure A. 
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Economy, Destination and Events 
Advisory Committee 

Minutes 

Tuesday 15 July 2025 
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Minutes of the Economy, Destination and Events Advisory Committee 

Held on Tuesday, 15 July 2025 at the  

Cooke Park Pavilion, 17 Welcome Street, Parkes 

 

 

Present: 

Cr Neil Westcott  Mayor  

Cr Marg Applebee  Deputy Chair 

Cr William Jayet  Councillor 

Cr Joy Paddison  Councillor 

Cr Doug Pout  Councillor 

Cr Glenn Wilson  Councillor 

Mr Andrew Rice  Chair 

Ms Kristy Berry  

Mr Peter Giles  

Mr Andrew Hall  

Ms Kelly Hendry  

Mr Steve Lindsay  

Ms Tracie Robertson  

Mrs Marty Sammut-Paul  

 

Council Officers in Attendance: 

Mr Kent Boyd      General Manager  

Mr Anthony McGrath Director Customer, Corporate Services and Economy 

Mr Hamish Ritchie Economic Development Specialist 

Mr Brendan Shipley Festivals Producer 

Ms Bronte Thompson  Business Services Trainee  

 

NOTES 

The meeting commenced at 10:00am and concluded at 11:29am. 
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Order Of Business 

 

1 OPENING OF MEETING ....................................................................................................... 4 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY ................................................................................ 4 

3 APOLOGIES ......................................................................................................................... 4 

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES ............................................................................................ 4 

4.1 Minutes of the Economy, Destination and Events Advisory Committee  held on 
17 June 2025 ........................................................................................................... 4 

5 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS .......................................................................................... 4 

6 LATE BUSINESS .................................................................................................................. 4 

7 OFFICERS' REPORTS .......................................................................................................... 5 

7.1 Review of Comparable SEARs - Waste to Energy ................................................... 5 

7.2 Discussion - Committee Purpose and Function Going Forward ................................ 5 

8 REPORT OF CONFIDENTIAL RESOLUTIONS .................................................................... 5 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING 

The Chairperson will declare the meeting open. 

Meeting of Council committees are not recorded or streamed to the internet. 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

Parkes Shire Council acknowledges the Wiradjuri People who are the Traditional Custodians of the 
Land. I would also like to pay respect to the Elders past, present and emerging of the Wiradjuri 
Nation and extend that respect to other Aboriginal peoples from other nations who are present. 

3 APOLOGIES 

In accordance with clauses 5.3, 5.4 and 5.5 of Council's Code of Meeting Practice, apologies must 
be received and accepted from absent Councillors and a leave of absence from the Council 
Meeting may be granted.  

Ms Treen Swift, Ms Lisa Moon and Ms Carolina Cruz were apologies for the meeting.  

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

4.1 MINUTES OF THE ECONOMY, DESTINATION AND EVENTS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE  HELD ON 17 JUNE 2025 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the committee receive and confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 17 June 
2025 appended at Annexure A. 

The committee noted this item did not require discussion.  

 

5 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

All Council Officials must disclose and manage any conflicts of interest they may have in matters 
being considered at the meeting. 

Council's Code of Conduct deals with pecuniary and non-pecuniary conflicts of interest and 
political donations, and provides guidance on how these issues should be managed. 

Council Officials must be familiar with Council's Code of Conduct and their obligations to disclose 
and manage any conflicts of interest that they may have in matters being considered at this 
Council Meeting. 

Nil disclosures were made.  

Note:  Council Officials who declare an Interest at the Meeting are also required to complete a 
Declaration of Interest form.   
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6 LATE BUSINESS 

 

7 OFFICERS' REPORTS 

7.1 REVIEW OF COMPARABLE SEARS - WASTE TO ENERGY 

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. The Committee receive and review the attached example Secretary’s Environmental 
Assessment Requirements (SEARs) documents relating to Waste from Energy projects. 

2. Identify any key insights, considerations, or potential recommendations for Council’s 
consideration regarding future engagement or advocacy on Energy from Waste proposals. 

Discussion 

Chair asked if any feedback from committee members on the SEARs circulated, no comments 
offered. In lieu of this, Chair requested that members email any subsequent feedback to Hamish 
to pass onto Kent Boyd.  

 

7.2 DISCUSSION - COMMITTEE PURPOSE AND FUNCTION GOING FORWARD 

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. The Committee engage in a discussion to review the intended role, structure, and focus of 
the Economy, Destination and Events Advisory Committee and provide feedback to 
Council on how meetings can be most effective and productive. 

Discussion 

All committee members discussed how the committee could function most effectively in the 
future.  

 

The discussions included: 

• The first couple of committee meetings do take time and a bit to get going. It is a great 
idea for Council to go into the committee to get an overview and ideas for the committee. 
It is an opportunity for committee members to express their ideas, thoughts, and actions 
to then build a strategy.  

• The council's policy for Councillors in this committee was brought to the attention by one 
of the committee members, as it states that councillors are to observe. It was agreed by 
all in attendance to put forward the policy and update it to include councillors to 
participate. Chairman forwarded and Seconder Mr Steve Linday.  

• When the committee gathers for their meetings, it is a time to engage with one another 
as a committee, and everyone is encouraged to say what they feel. All committee 
members are valued, and Parkes Shire Council wants to hear from one another.  

• All committee members, including Councillors, agreed to be named as committee 
members instead of their official names.  

• The agenda for each meeting needs to be more orientated. Allowing time for all 
committee members to gather information and ideas.  
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• The format of the meetings was discussed, and stated that they do not need to reflect on 
all the items of the agenda, not everything needs a discussion. A fairly simple agenda 
and a large amount of time for discussions.  

• Committee members agreed on bringing business items to the meeting. An idea for the 
business papers could include expressions of interest, things they see around town, 
ideas, plans that are coming up, just to name a few. These are ideas that members could 
bring forward and allow a discussion on the item. These items can be sent to Mr Hamish 
Ritchie at any time. He stated he will send out an email four weeks out to the committee 
meeting reminding them that they have a week left to send any items through.  

• They are to be sent to Mr Hamish Ritchie via email four weeks in advance of the 
committee meeting, and the agenda item ideas close three weeks before the committee 
meeting. 

• The timeframe of the agenda was discussed. It was agreed by all committee members to 
receive the agenda two weeks in advance of the meeting.  

• The frequency of meetings was brought up and discussed, as quarterly meetings are not 
doable. It was agreed upon to meet bi-monthly, meaning to change the four meetings a 
year to six.  

• Another requested action item included the agenda to include the trio report (Economy, 
Destination and Events). Forward thinking and ideally linked to topics of conversations.  

• Committee members stated they have discussions here, but never find out what happens 
next. For example, grants for events.  

• Information and resources regarding the committee meeting, such as a slideshows, can 
be sent out before the meeting to allow more time for the presenter to discuss and allow 
discussions with one another. This was agreed by all committee members in attendance.  

• Mr Hamish Ritchie, who may require feedback, but it is still weeks away until the next 
committee meeting, is it possible to send the committee members an email requesting 
their feedback? All committee members agreed that they are happy to receive emails 
and provide feedback.  

• Data insight would be good for this meeting to see what is going well. The data could 
include things that are going well or things that need to change, for example.  

• What the next agenda would look like was discussed. Agenda item on Alignment to allow 
a discussion on ideas about how we can create a better alignment between the council, 
businesses, and the chamber of commerce. Another item would be the Energy from 
Waste impact to allow discussion on how to engage with the impact that the discourse 
around energy from waste is having on businesses.  

• A few committee members brought up past associations with the council and their 
businesses. The promotion of past events on social media, window signs, and overall 
engagement with what is going on in our Shire and businesses. There are events 
nowadays where community members are unaware of what's going on. They stated in 
previous years that they had a contact list of the person in charge of Shop Parkes, 
events, and social media, which was great and brought the community together and the 
culture. It was stated by another committee member that the council's website is currently 
undergoing those updates in the background, and those details will be updated and 
included on the website.  
 

The meeting concluded on time.  
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8 REPORT OF CONFIDENTIAL RESOLUTIONS  

In accordance with clauses 14.22 and 14.23 of Council's Code of Meeting Practice, resolutions 
passed during a meeting, or a part of a meeting that is closed to the public must be made public by 
the Chairperson as soon as practicable.  Such resolutions must be recorded in the publicly 
available minutes of the meeting. 
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12.2 MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY, LIVEABILITY AND ACCESS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 5 AUGUST 2025 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our local government is open, accountable and transparent. 

Strategy: Provide open and transparent decision-making and undertake the 
civic duties of Council with professionalism and integrity. 

Author: Georgia Smith, Administration Officer 

Authoriser: Annalise Teale, Acting Director Planning and Community Services 

Annexures: A. Community, Liveability and Access Advisory Committee Meeting 
Minutes - 5 August 2025   

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and confirm the Minutes of the Community, Liveability and Access Advisory 
Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 5 August 2025 appended at Annexure A. 
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Tuesday 5 August 2025 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 
Community, Liveability and Access Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes  

5 August 2025 

 

Page 59 

Minutes of the Community, Liveability and Access Advisory Committee Meeting 

Held on Tuesday, 5 August 2025 at the  

Parkes Council Chamber, 2 Cecile Street, Parkes 

 

 

Present: 

Cr Marg Applebee  Councillor (Chair) 

Cr Neil Westcott  Mayor 

Cr Louise O'Leary  Councillor 

Cr Bill Jayet  Councillor 

Cr George Pratt  Councillor 

Cr Doug Pout Councillor 

Mr Jeff Evans  Community Member  

Ms Lyn McLeod  Community Member  

Ms Jessica McDonald Community Member  

 

Council Officers in Attendance: 

Ms Annalise Teale Director Planning & Community Services   

Ms Kerryn Jones Cultural, Education and Library Services Manager 

Ms Ann-Marie Winter    Central West Childcare Services Manager 

Ms Georgia Smith    Minutes Secretary  

 

NOTES 

Cr Louise O’Leary attended via audio-visual link. 

The meeting commenced at 10.35am and concluded at 11.40am. 
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Order Of Business 

 

1 OPENING OF MEETING ....................................................................................................... 4 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY ................................................................................ 4 

3 APOLOGIES ......................................................................................................................... 4 

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES ............................................................................................ 4 

4.1 Minutes of the Community, Liveability and Access Advisory Committee 
Meeting held on 18 March 2025 ............................................................................... 4 

5 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS .......................................................................................... 4 

6 LATE BUSINESS .................................................................................................................. 4 

7 OFFICERS' REPORTS .......................................................................................................... 5 

7.1 Update to Terms of Reference - Community, Liveability and Access Advisory 
Committee ................................................................................................................ 5 

7.2 Disability Inclusion Action Plan (DIAP) 2025 - 2029 ................................................. 5 

7.3 Strategic Planning Update ........................................................................................ 5 

7.4 Cutlural Education & Library Services Report ........................................................... 5 

8 REPORT OF CONFIDENTIAL RESOLUTIONS .................................................................... 6 

9 CONCLUSION OF MEETING ................................................................................................ 6 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING 

The Chairperson declared the Community, Liveability and Access Advisory Committee Meeting of 
Tuesday, 5 August 2025 open and welcomed Council Officials in attendance. 

 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Chairperson read the following Acknowledgement of Country: 

Parkes Shire Council acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the Wiradjuri Country  
and recognises and respects their cultural heritage, beliefs and continuing connection with  
the lands and rivers of the Parkes Shire. 

Council pays its respects to Elders past, present and emerging and extends this respect to  
all First Nations peoples in the Parkes Shire. 

 

3 APOLOGIES  

Nil 

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

4.1 MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY, LIVEABILITY AND ACCESS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 18 MARCH 2025 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the  receive and confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18 March 2025 
appended at Annexure A. 

Moved: Cr Bill Jayet Seconded: Jeff Evans 

 

 

5 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

The Chairperson reminded Council Officials of their obligation under Council's Code of Conduct to 
disclose and manage any conflicts of interest they may have in matters being considered at the 
meeting, and invited Council Officials present to disclose any such interests. 

Nil interests were disclosed. 

6 LATE BUSINESS 

The Chairperson advised that no late items of business had been submitted to the meeting. 

 

The Committee welcomed new member Jessica McDonald. Jessica introduced herself to the 
Committee. 



 
Community, Liveability and Access Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes  

5 August 2025 

 

Page 62 

7 OFFICERS' REPORTS 

7.1 UPDATE TO TERMS OF REFERENCE - COMMUNITY, LIVEABILITY AND ACCESS 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

DISCUSSION  

The DPCS provided an update  
− As resolved at the meeting held 17 December 2024, the Committee undertook a review 

of the Terms of Reference. 
− The Committee recommended that the Terms of Reference be updated to reflect a 

minimum of three (3) voting Councillors and a maximum of five (5) voting Councillors on 
the Committee.  

− The MCELS also recommended that culture, education and childcare be included in the 
role and purpose section of the Terms of Reference.  

− The Committee noted that the Terms of Reference require a comprehensive overhaul to 
reflect the current focus and direction of the Committee.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. That the Committee review the updated Terms of Reference and advise of any further 
changes. 

2. Endorse the draft updated Terms of Reference for resolution of Council.  

 

 

7.2 DISABILITY INCLUSION ACTION PLAN (DIAP) 2025 - 2029 

DISCUSSION  

The DPCS provided an update  
− Parkes Shire Council adopted the DIAP 2025-2029 at the May 2025 Council Meeting.  
− Cr Pout acknowledged the importance of the DIAP and gave a shoutout to the previous 

day’s “day at Council” for Currajong Disability Services.  
− It was noted that Forbes Shire Council recently completed their DIAP and developed a 

community survey as part of their consultation. 
− A community survey will be created and distributed to assist in identifying barriers and 

needs within the local community.  
− Jessica suggested that the survey be circulated to each school and their respective 

special education units.  
− It was agreed that there is a large body of work involved in the DIAP and that Council 

should focus on actions over the next 6-12 months.  
− Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee suggested establishing a base working group to guide the 

early stages of implementation.  
− DPCS confirmed that responsible officers will be asked to participate and provide regular 

updates on their action areas.  
− A draft version of the surveys will be presented for review at the next committee meeting. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. That the information is received and noted. 

 

 

7.3 STRATEGIC PLANNING UPDATE 

DISCUSSION  

The DPCS provided an update  
− The Mayor commented on the exciting growth within the Parkes Shire, highlighting the 

planning for approximately 3,500 new homes. 
− Cr Bill Jayet raised a query regarding the land off Webb Street, noting that the area 

appears to have been pegged out for potential housing. 
− DPCS advised that there is a subdivision currently being designed for that area, but 

further details would need to be confirmed with the Director of Operations. 
− Committee member Jeff Evans raised the importance of consideration of social and 

affordable housing, emphasising the ongoing need for fit-for-purpose, accessible 
housing within all future developments.  

− DPCS acknowledged this point and noted that while accessible housing is being 
considered, it is a separate process to the current subdivision planning. 

− The Harrowvale land was discussed briefly; DPCS advised that the timeline for this 
project remains uncertain.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. That the information is received and noted. 

 

 

7.4 CUTLURAL EDUCATION & LIBRARY SERVICES REPORT 

DISCUSSION  

The MCELS provided an update  
− The MCELS provided the Committee with a summary of library usage statistics and 

highlights from the past four months.  
− The Committee was advised that a Questacon exhibition will be hosted in the Coventry 

Room in the near future.  
− Cr Bill Jayet expressed his interest in supporting the exhibition and offered to be added to 

the volunteer list.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. The Committee accept the Culture Education and Library Services report. 
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8 OTHER BUSINESS  

1. Ann-Marie provided an update to the Committee regarding Bangala-la preschool. Since the 
last meeting, Bagala-la Preschool has opened enrolments for the 2026 intake. All inclusion 
support positions have been filled. NAIDOC week celebrations included a performance 
from a local Wiradjuri women’s dance group, dreamtime story telling and visits from local 
Wiradjuri artists and language teachers. The Parkes Shire library continues to visit monthly 
to deliver reading sessions. Book week will be held from 17 August 2025, with activities 
including the annual Scholastic book sale for families and children as well as an excursion 
to Cooke Park for the Annual “Paint the Town Read” celebrations on 22 August. The 
Preschool is currently undertaking the Department of Education’s Early Childhood Census, 
which collects enrolment data critical for funding and grant applications. Central West 
Childcare Services has been nominated in the Central West Early Childhood Awards 
hosted by the Central West Early Childhood Collaborative with nominations in the following 
categories:  

• Excellence in Inclusivity 

• Respectfully Integrating First Nations Knowledge & Perspectives 

• Individual educator nominations including: 

− Outstanding Trainee 

− Outstanding Achievement – Everyday Excellence  

− Outstanding Family Day Care Educator – Certificate III & Diploma 

− Molly Ticehurst Memorial Award – Outstanding Educator (Certificate III)  

The awards evening will be held in early November in Bathurst, and the service is proud to 
showcase the dedication and excellence of the Central West Childcare Services, including 
Bangala-la Preschool and Family Day Care.  

9 REPORT OF CONFIDENTIAL RESOLUTIONS  

In accordance with clauses 14.22 and 14.23 of Council's Code of Meeting Practice, resolutions 
passed during a meeting, or a part of a meeting that is closed to the public must be made public by 
the Chairperson as soon as practicable.  Such resolutions must be recorded in the publicly 
available minutes of the meeting. 

 

10 CONCLUSION OF MEETING 

The meeting concluded at 11.40am. 

 

This is the final page of the minutes comprising 7 pages numbered 1 to 7 of the Community, 
Liveability and Access Advisory Committee Meeting held on Tuesday, 5 August 2025 and 
confirmed on Tuesday, 4 November 2025. 

 

 

 Cr Marg Applebee 

CHAIRPERSON 
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12.3 MINUTES OF THE ARTS ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 5 AUGUST 2025 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our local government is open, accountable and transparent. 

Strategy: Provide open and transparent decision-making and undertake the 
civic duties of Council with professionalism and integrity. 

Author: Georgia Smith, Administration Officer 

Authoriser: Annalise Teale, Acting Director Planning and Community Services 

Annexures: A. Arts Advisory Council Meeting Minutes - 5 August 2025   

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and confirm the Minutes of the Arts Advisory Council Meeting held on Tuesday 5 
August 2025 appended at Annexure A. 
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Minutes of the Arts Advisory Council Meeting 

Held on Tuesday, 5 August 2025 at the  

Parkes Council Chamber, 2 Cecile Street, Parkes 

 

 

Present: 

Cr Neil Westcott Mayor                                 

Cr Bill Jayet  Councillor 

Cr Doug Pout Councillor 

Cr Louise O’Leary    Councillor 

Margot Jolly Chairperson 

Irene Ridgeway Artist 

Janelle Faunt Parkes Potters Group  

Elly Tom  Parkes Shire Concert Band 

Rhonda Redenbach Parkes Shire Concert Band 

Lisa Ramsay  Parkes M & D Society  

 

 

Council Officers in Attendance: 

Annalise Teale   Director Planning & Community Services (Acting) 
Kerryn Jones   Manager Cultural, Education & Library Services 
Sharon Degeling   Creative Learning Coordinator 
Georgia Smith   Minutes Secretary 
 

NOTES 

Cr Louise O’Leary attended via audio-visual link. 

The meeting commenced at 9.30am and concluded at 10.31am. 

 

 

  



 
Arts Advisory Council Meeting Minutes  

5 August 2025 

 

Page 68 

Order Of Business 

 

1 OPENING OF MEETING ....................................................................................................... 4 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING 

The Chairperson declared the Arts Advisory Council Meeting of Tuesday, 5 August 2025 open and 
welcomed Council Officials in attendance. 

 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Chairperson read the following Acknowledgement of Country: 

Parkes Shire Council acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the Wiradjuri Country  
and recognises and respects their cultural heritage, beliefs and continuing connection with  
the lands and rivers of the Parkes Shire. 

Council pays its respects to Elders past, present and emerging and extends this respect to  
all First Nations peoples in the Parkes Shire. 

 

3 APOLOGIES  

Cr Joy Paddison 

Annette Witherow 

Judy Unger  

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

4.1 MINUTES OF THE ARTS ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 20 MAY 2025 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the  receive and confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 20 May 2025 
appended at Annexure A. 

Confirmed: Cr Bill Jayet 

Second: Cr Doug Pout 

 

 

5 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

The Chairperson reminded Council Officials of their obligation under Council's Code of Conduct to 
disclose and manage any conflicts of interest they may have in matters being considered at the 
meeting, and invited Council Officials present to disclose any such interests. 

Nil interests were disclosed. 

6 LATE BUSINESS 

The Chairperson advised that no late items of business had been submitted to the meeting. 
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7 OFFICERS' REPORTS 

7.1 PARKES SHIRE COUNCIL CULTURAL CENTRE REPORT 

Kerryn Jones & Sharon Degeling provided an update 

DISCUSSIONS: 

• Kerryn informed the Committee that the robotics workshop held in the Makerspace was 
very successful, with a number of robotics kits purchased.  

• Upcoming exhibitions being held in the Coventry room include a Questacon exhibition, 
with 8 school bookings including schools from Forbes and Eugowra.  

• Storage shelving has been built in the Coventry Room storeroom during May/June to 
safely store artworks that are not currently on display.  

• Council has recently purchased a piece from Pol Cruz for the Council Art Collection.  

• 2 artworks from the Council Art Collection are under review due to being damaged, with 
Council requesting quotes for repair of these pieces.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. The committee accept this report. 

 

 

7.2 PARKES COMMUNITY ARTS REPORT 

Kerryn Jones provided an update 

DISCUSSIONS: 

• Council has approved the use of 31 Albert Street for the Parkes Community Arts group. 
At this stage the group are waiting for completion of safety fencing before they can 
access the site, they will then be undertaking a membership drive, accepting all ages.  

• The group were successful in a Parkes Shire Council Cultural Grant application to extend 
the Who Is Parkes art trail project. The grant will enable the group to print and install 4 
extra banners to add to the photography trail.  

• Parkes Community Arts have been actively involved in the planning of the next 
Homegrown Parkes event on 11 October, as well as the Tidy Towns event held 10-12 
October.  

• Parkes Community Arts will participate in the Parkes Elvis Festival parade. Members 
have volunteered to help set up the Jungle Room and set props from the Baz Luhrmann 
movie ELVIS for display during the festival.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. The committee accept this report. 

 

 

7.3 PARKES PAINTING GROUP REPORT 

JANELLE FAUNT PROVIDED AN UPDATE 
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DISCUSSIONS: 

• The Parkes Painting Group and Parkes Potters Group have been busy organising the 
next major exhibition, which will be held at Buchanan House in Hill Street, the exhibition 
will open on Friday 19 September and finish on Sunday 21 September.  

• Cr Jayet questioned if opening night was open to the general public. 

• Janelle confirmed that it was not, it is a ticketed event, members of the public can 
purchase tickets from the Red Chandelier, but there is limited tickets.  

• The exhibition is open 10am – 5pm Saturday and Sunday for a $5 entry fee, there will be 
tea and coffee with scones, jam and cream for those who would like to purchase some.  

• Cr Jayet questioned if it could be promoted on Council’s socials, Kerryn to follow up with 
Council’s communications and media team.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. The committee receive and note this report. 

 

 

7.4 PARKES SHIRE CONCERT BAND REPORT 

Elly Tom & Rhonda Redenbach provided an update  

DISCUSSIONS: 

• Elly informed the Committee that the 30th year celebration of PSCB event was a huge 
success, thanks to the grants that the band had received. The audience enjoyed the 
show, the Fire and Rescue NSW Band and the Orange Regional Symphonic Wind 
Orchestra were both big hits.  

• Rhonda spoke to the Committee about the Band’s venue. Several members of the Band 
cannot get up the stairs anymore, so it is becoming an issue to access the venue. The 
Parkes Shire Concert Band is still on the lookout for suitable ground floor premises.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. The committee receive and note this report. 

 

 

8 BUSINESS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING  

1. Kerryn provided an update regarding Sydney Youth Orchestra coming to Parkes, they had 
informed Kerryn that it was too late to register for the most recent tour but Parkes has been 
added to the list for future tours.  

2. Kerryn asked Cr O’Leary to look at cultural heritage section in the Operational Plan.  
3. The Committee was happy to endorse the election of Chairperson to be a member of the 

public and to update the Terms of Reference to reflect those changes.  

9 OTHER BUSINESS 

1. Mayor Neil Westcott acknowledge the outstanding success of the Little Theatre, noting it 
has achieved 24 consecutive sold-out shows this year. Margot suggested that the Mayor 
write a letter to Mr Donato to deliver to Parliament in recognition of the venue’s exceptional 
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performance. Cr Bill Jayet also commended the impressive energy and dedication of Lyn 
Townsend from the Parkes M & D Society.  

2. Cr Bill Jayet raised an idea inspired by an ABC series, which featured a piano placed in a 
high-foot-traffic area, encouraging community members to stop and play. He proposed a 
similar installation between the old Dwyer’s Butcher and the Leagues Club. Mayor Neil 
Westcott suggested that a sheltered location may be more suitable, such as outside the 
Coles building or within the Woolworths Plaza. Cr Bill Jayet and Elly Tom will liaise to 
explore the logistics of this initiative. The topic is to be brought forward at a future strategic 
planning meeting for further discussion.   

8 REPORT OF CONFIDENTIAL RESOLUTIONS  

In accordance with clauses 14.22 and 14.23 of Council's Code of Meeting Practice, resolutions 
passed during a meeting, or a part of a meeting that is closed to the public must be made public by 
the Chairperson as soon as practicable.  Such resolutions must be recorded in the publicly 
available minutes of the meeting. 

 

9 CONCLUSION OF MEETING 

The meeting concluded at 10.31am. 

 

 

 

This is the final page of the minutes comprising 7 pages numbered 1 to 7 of the Arts Advisory 
Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 5 August 2025 and confirmed on Tuesday, 4 November 2025. 

 

 

 

 

  

CHAIRPERSON 
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12.4 MINUTES OF THE LOCAL TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 6 AUGUST 
2025 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our local government is open, accountable and transparent. 

Strategy: Provide open and transparent decision-making and undertake the 
civic duties of Council with professionalism and integrity. 

Author: Sue McGrath, Business Support Coordinator 

Authoriser: Logan Hignett, Director Operations 

Annexures:  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and confirm the Minutes of the Local Traffic Committee Meeting held on 
Wednesday 6 August 2025 appended at Annexure A. 
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Minutes of the Local Traffic Committee Meeting 

Held on Wednesday, 6 August 2025 at the  

Parkes Council Chamber, 2 Cecile Street, Parkes 

 

 

Present: 

Cr Ken McGrath  Councillor 

Mr Jason Nicholson  Transport for NSW 

Mr Joshua Tolley  NSW Police 

 

Council Officers in Attendance: 

Mr Ben Coultas Senior Design Engineer 

Mr Brendan Shipley Manager Events and Tourism 

Miss Kristine Thacker Business Support Officer 

 

NOTES 

The meeting commenced at 9:02 am and concluded at 9:47 am. 
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Order Of Business 
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5 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS .......................................................................................... 4 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING 

The Chairperson declared the Local Traffic Committee Meeting of Wednesday, 6 August 2025 
open and welcomed Council Officials in attendance. 

 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Chairperson read the following Acknowledgement of Country: 

Parkes Shire Council acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the Wiradjuri Country  
and recognises and respects their cultural heritage, beliefs and continuing connection with  
the lands and rivers of the Parkes Shire. 

Council pays its respects to Elders past, present and emerging and extends this respect to  
all First Nations peoples in the Parkes Shire. 

 

3 APOLOGIES  

Mr Kent Boyd  General Manager 

Mrs Melanie Suitor Road Safety and Injury Prevention Officer  

Mr Logan Hignett  Director Operations 

Mr Chris McQuie  Western Road Liners 

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

4.1 MINUTES OF THE LOCAL TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 7 MAY 2025 

RESOLVED  LTC 007/25 

That the committee receive and confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 7 May 
2025. 

UNANIMOUS 

 

5 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

The Chairperson reminded Council Officials of their obligation under Council's Code of Conduct to 
disclose and manage any conflicts of interest they may have in matters being considered at the 
meeting, and invited Council Officials present to disclose any such interests. 

Nil interests were disclosed. 

6 LATE BUSINESS 

The Chairperson advised that no late items of business had been submitted to the meeting. 
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7 OFFICERS' REPORTS 

7.1 2026 PARKES ELVIS FESTIVAL 

RESOLVED  LTC 008/25 

That: 

1. The proposed 2026 Elvis Festival be approved based on the provided report. 

2. Approval is subject to the following conditions: 

(a) Notify Emergency services of and proposed road closure or detours. 

(b) Allow for emergency vehicle access. 

(c) Council reserves the right to cancel the approval at any time. 

(d) This recommendation does not commit Council to providing further assistance or 
provision of equipment for the event. 

(e) Confirmation of event times and traffic control times. 

Events Responsibilities: 

That: 

3. Approval is subject to the applicants complying with the following conditions: 

(a) Provide Council with evidence of Current Public Liability Insurance.  

(b) Allow for emergency vehicle access. 

(c) Control noise as required under the Protection of the Environment Operations (Noise 
Control) Regulation 2008. 

(d) The organiser of the event to be responsible for and reimburse Council for cost of 
damage repairs, cleaning etc of the street if required. 

(e) Comply with Council Officer’s reasonable directives. 

(f) The organiser is to maintain the area in clean and tidy condition. 

(g) That the organisers receive approval from the Police for holding a Public Assembly 
and relevant road closures. 

(h) Confirmation of event times and traffic control times. 

(i) The organisers secure police escort to be used in conjunction with submitted traffic 
control plan. 

(j) For state and regional roads that the organisers seek approval from Transport for 
NSW for the traffic control on Short Street. 

(k) This recommendation does not commit Council to providing further assistance or 
provision of equipment for the event. 

UNANIMOUS 
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7.2 2025 PARKES SHOW - CHANGES TO PARKING AND TAXI RANK 

RESOLVED  LTC 009/25 

Council Responsibilities: 

That: 

1. The proposed temporary change of parking be approved for Parkes Show.  

2. Approval is subject to the following conditions: 

(a) Notify Emergency services of and proposed road closure or detours. 

(b) Allow for emergency vehicle access. 

(c) Control noise as required under the Protection of the Environment Operations (Noise 
Control) Regulation 2008. 

(d) Council reserves the right to cancel the approval at any time. 

(e) Confirmation of event times and traffic control times. 

(f) This recommendation does not commit Council to providing further assistance or 
provision of equipment for the event. 

Events Responsibilities: 

That: 

3. The proposed temporary change of parking be approved for Parkes Show.  

4. Approval is subject to the applicants complying with the following conditions: 

(a) Allow for emergency vehicle access. 

(b) Control noise as required under the Protection of the Environment Operations (Noise 
Control) Regulation 2008. 

(c) The organiser of the event to be responsible for and reimburse Council for cost of 
damage repairs, cleaning etc of the street if required. 

(d) Comply with Council Officer’s reasonable directives. 

(e) The organiser is to maintain the area in clean and tidy condition. 

(f) That the organisers receive approval from the Police for holding a Public Assembly 
and relevant road closures. 

(g) Confirmation of event times and traffic control times. 

UNANIMOUS 
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7.3 REMOVAL OF 'NO PARKING' - 24-28 CURRAJONG STREET & INSTALLATION OF 
LINE MARKING 

RESOLVED  LTC 010/25 

 

That: 

1. The removal of the ‘No Parking’ restriction should only proceed if the former driveway is 
formally removed or appropriately blocked to ensure pedestrian safety. 

2. The linemarking should not be approved at this stage. It can be reconsidered once the 
doctor’s office is fully operational and serving the public.  

UNANIMOUS 

 

7.4 PARKING - WOODWARD STREET, PARKES 

RESOLVED  LTC 011/25 

Council Responsibilities: 

That: 

1. The recommendation is that no permanent changes to occur in this area as this would 
have a major impact on community members accessing their homes.  

2. Council to continue monitoring the situation and reassess should an incident occur. 

3. Investigate the possibility of temporary ‘No Stopping’ signs being erected when Woodward 
Street is used as a detour. 

UNANIMOUS 

 

7.5 MCGEES LANE - ONEWAY BETWEEN CHURCH AND COURT STREET, PARKES 

RESOLVED  LTC 012/25 

That: 

1. Council recommends that no changes be made to the current layout.  

2. Progress option to house skip bins on McGee’s lane carpark under a lease arrangement 
with the Reject Shop. 

UNANIMOUS 
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7.6 INVESTIGATE A 'GIVEWAY' TO A 'STOP SIGN' AT THE INTERSECTION 
WOODWARD AND FISHER STREET, PARKES 

RESOLVED  LTC 013/25 

That: 

1. The intersection of Woodward and Fisher Street is not recommended to be approved for 
GIVEWAY or STOP signs. 

2. Installation on 'No Stopping' signage to be installed. 

3. Trimming of existing vegetation and trees to allow for site distance to be increased 

4. Council undertake a Community Consultation with affected properties with regards to 
parking changes. 

UNANIMOUS 

 

8 GENERAL BUSINESS 

8.1 COUNCIL TEMPORARY DELEGATION 

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. The report detail is for the information of the Committee.  

 

 

8.2 REMOVAL OF NO STOPPING SIGNS ON FORBES ROAD 

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. The report detail is for the information of the Committee.  

 

 

9 REPORT OF CONFIDENTIAL RESOLUTIONS  

In accordance with clauses 14.22 and 14.23 of Council's Code of Meeting Practice, resolutions 
passed during a meeting, or a part of a meeting that is closed to the public must be made public by 
the Chairperson as soon as practicable.  Such resolutions must be recorded in the publicly 
available minutes of the meeting. 
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10 CONCLUSION OF MEETING 

The meeting concluded at 9:47 am. 

 

 

 

This is the final page of the minutes comprising 9 pages numbered 1 to 9 of the Local Traffic 
Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, 6 August 2025 and confirmed on Wednesday, 5 
November 2025. 

 

 

 

Ken McGrath 
  

CHAIRPERSON 
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12.5 MINUTES OF THE PARKES SPORTS COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 12 AUGUST 
2025 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our local government is open, accountable and transparent. 

Strategy: Provide open and transparent decision-making and undertake the 
civic duties of Council with professionalism and integrity. 

Author: Anthony McGrath, Director Customer, Corporate Services and Economy 

Authoriser: Kent Boyd PSM, General Manager 

Annexures: A. Minutes of the AGM and General Meeting of the Parkes Sports 
Council held on 12 August 2025. ⇩  

B. Parkes Sports Council Annual Report - 2024-2025 (under separate 
cover) ⇨  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and confirm the Minutes of the Parkes Sports Council Meeting held on Tuesday 
12 August 2025 appended at Annexure A. 

2. Confirm the appointment of Mr Michael Greenwood PSM as the Community 
Representative on the Sports Grants Selection Committee. 

3. Adopt the Parkes Sports Council Annual Report for 2024-2025 and approve its posting on 
to the Council’s web site. 

 

 

  

../../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.aspx?FileName=OCM_20250819_ATT_224_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=4
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The Annual General Meeting of the Parkes Sports Council was held at the Parkes Shire 
Council Committee Room on Tuesday 12 August 2025 commencing from 6PM.

Welcome
Al Gersbach welcomed all to the meeting.

Attendance
Al Gersbach (Chair), Luke Nash (Finances), Anthony McGrath (Secretary), Cr Ken Keith, 
Andrew Daley (Hockey), Michael Greenwood (Senior League), Gail Richardson (Community 
Representative), Cr Doug Pout, Leanne Arndell (Tennis), Greg Morrissey (Mr Cricket), 
Wayne Osbourne (Soccer), Jason O'Bryan (Junior League)

Online
Cr Louise O'Leary (Councillor Representative, Peak Hill), Linda Snyman (Dragon Boating), 
Mark Salau (AFL), Doug Moore (Little Athletics)

Guests
Geoff Finn (Sports Fields Supervisor, Parkes Shire Council) was unavailable.

Apologies
None received.

Confirmation of Previous AGM Minutes
The previous minutes were distributed with the agenda, moved by M Greenwood seconded 
by Ken Keith that they are a true and correct record. Carried

President’s Annual Report of Activities Including Financial Report
Al thanked all for their participation in the Sports Council, particular Anthony and Luke for 
their assistance and for their work in their secretarial and financial duties. He also thanked 
the life members for their participation and attendance. He also thanked Councillors Pout 
and O'Leary.

Al then reviewed the annual report with those present. A copy of the Annual Report will be 
distributed with the minutes of this meeting. 

Michael Greenwood asked about indoor facility which is shown as a possible future project. 
Anthony advised that it was identified on the current McGlynn Park masterplan.

Greg Morrissey asked about the amenities upgrade at Woodward Oval. Cr Doug mentioned 
that it was listed in the DIAP as a possible disabled facility and also in the Western Entry 
Masterplan. Anthony agreed that it should also be listed in the Future Projects area.

Andrew Daley asked about the replacement pole at Northparkes Oval. Anthony confirmed 
that a claim had been lodged with Councils insurance policy

Moved by Al that the report be endorsed, seconded by Gail. Carried.

Luke provided an update on the annual financial reports which were included in the Annual 
Report.

Selection of Office Bearers
Al handed over the chair to Cr Doug Pout to conduct the election process.

Appointment of Patrons
Current patrons are Noel Johnstone, Gordon Pritchard, Ken Keith OAM, Michael Greenwood 
OAM, Greg Duffy OAM, Richard Hamilton, John Davies

AGM 12 August 2025
Tuesday, 12 August 2025 6:00 PM
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Moved by Al Gersbach that the existing patrons be retained and that and that a letter be sent 
advising of their appointment. Seconded by Wayne Osbourne. Carried.

Appointment of Life Members
Current life members are:

Elected August 2001 - Greg Duffy, Michael Greenwood PSM, Ken Keith OAM, and 
Noel Johnstone

•

Elected August 2004 - Richard Hamilton. •

No new nominations for life members were received. 

Election of Office Bearers

Cr Doug declared all positions vacant and called for nominations

The positions on the executive were filled as follows:

Chairperson – Al Gersbach. Nominated by Ken Keith, Seconded by Greg Morrissey. 
Accepted and carried.

•

Vice Chairperson - Andrew "Jim" Daley. Nominated by Wayne Osbourne, seconded 
by Gail Richardson. Accepted and carried

•

Secretary - Anthony McGrath. Nominated by Gail Richardson, seconded by Al 
Gersbach. Accepted and carried.

•

Financial Advisor - Luke Nash. Nominated by Al Gersbach, seconded by Andrew 
Daley. Accepted and carried.

•

Plant Advisor - Michael O'Shannessy. Honorary appointment.•
Grounds Usage Disputes Committee. All the following were nominated by Ken Keith, 
seconded Luke Nash. Accepted and carried.

Wayne Osbourne ○

Greg Morrissey ○

Gail Richardson○

Andrew Daley○

•

Grants Selection Committee
Michael Greenwood - Community representative appointed by Council•
Gail Richardson - Nominated by Al Gersbach, seconded by Andrew Daley. 
Accepted and carried.

•

•

Notices of Motion
Nil

Al Gersbach resumed the Chair and closed the AGM then opened the General Meeting.
_________________________________________________________________________
______________

General Meeting

Notable Sporting Performances or Events

Running

Luke Nash ran a sub 1hr in the City to Surf at the weekend.•

Athletics

Emrys Cassidy won State PSSA under 9s Jnr Cross Country.•

League

George Thomas invited into the Raiders system •

Marlila Morrison played for combined high schools•
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Grace McGregor combined catholic colleges. •

Elizabeth McGregor debut for the Bulldogs in the NRLW with the Bulldogs•

Saxon Gosper western Schools at state titles for U12 league•

Arlo Cassidy represented Polding at the U12 state titles•

Tennis

Helen Magill selected to attend the US Open and also traveling to China in her 
coaching role with Tennis Australia

•

Mitchell Arndell played for Forbes wining the A Grade in the intertown titles.•

Lachlan Unger completing the Level 1 Coach course•

Sam Rivett was the No1 player at the regional CHS trials•

Holy Family came second at the Todd Woodbridge cup. Next level to be played 
at Forbes.

•

Hockey 

Women's masters state titles, over 55s made the finals at Bathurst.•

• Denise Gersbach has been appointed as Administration & Communications 
Officer for Hockey Australia Masters Committee.

• U21 Pathways Squads – Toby Collins, Ryan Dunford, Zanda Johnstone, 
Tommy Searl, James Robinson and Elly Thornberry.

• Country NSW – Tamika Potter, Eloisa Purtell, Meg Searl, Emmie Searl, Amber 
Whitney, Will Searl, Tom Searl and (Shadow) Jack Westcott.

• U14 NSW State Girls – Daisey Rice and U14 Blues Boys – Jack Dunford. 

• Richard Rice will manage the U14 State Boys and Sal McPherson will manage 
U14 Blues girls.

• U18 Pathways Squads – Leo Allen, Finlay Quince & Sam Westcott.

• Mariah Williams played her 150 cap for Australia.

• U16 Girls won silver at State Champs Div 3.

Review of Outstanding Actions

13/8/2019 1 Sports Legends Board at Parkes Leagues Club 
to be reviewed and alternatives considered.

Alan 
Macdona
ld

14/10/2020 2 Dedication ceremony for the Cheney family 
trophy to be conducted before the first Grinsted 
Cup match this season

Luke 
Nash

12/03/2024 3 Investigate switchboard upgrade at SDF. Also 
lights out on Miriah Williams filed (SW)

Geoff

11/3/2025 4 Groups to be advised when the masterplans will 
go out on public exhibition

Anthony

11/3/2025 5 Irrigation at Lindner Oval may require some 
upgrade work. Estimates to be obtained for 
Louise to take to the Peak Hill CCC for possible 
funding from their Town Improvement Reserve.

Geoff
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8/04/2025 6 Investigate relocation of the Park Run sign to 
the start of the park run track adjacent to the 
storage shed on the path.

Tim

10/06/2025 7 Provide feedback to Rangers services that the a 
staged approach be taken when implementing 
the proposed changes to closing sporting fields 
to dogs.

Anthony

10/6/2025 8 Send photos of water table issues at Cheney 
Park to Council and ask for the water level of 
the Brick Pitt to be reduced and that is be kept 
low to determine if there is an effect on the 
water table.

Anthony

10/6/2026 9 There is a watering system cover exposed on 
O'Leary's oval in Peak Hill. Council advised that 
the field is not safe to use, despite it being used 
in the past. Can the lid be made safe with an 
artificial turf cover or the service be moved off 
the playing surface.

Geoff

10/6/2026 10 The change table in the disabled toilet at 
McGlynn Park has been broken for some time. 
When will it be repaired or replaced

Building 
Service
s

10/6/2026 11 SMS lighting system at Lindner Oval is not 
working consistently

Anthony

Discussion / Action Taken

Update provided on the outstanding tasks as follows:

1, Al has recovered the Cecile Pepper legend frame. Still looking for John Dwyer
7, Anthony discussed the approach to be taken by Ranger Services with the Planning 
department.
8, Brick pit level to be lowered as directed by the General Manager. A drain was installed to 
take away the water from the sandstone wall. Fill was not ideal and additional work was 
done on bare patches.
10, change table was repaired.

Correspondence

The following items of correspondence was received or sent

Advice of meeting and minutes sent out to groups.1.

Action

1 For information.

Grants Received
Nil

Sports Projects Update (Geoff Finn)
Geoff was unavailable for the meeting. 

Around the Grounds

AFL
Have applied for a Telstra grant to put up ball net at the southern end of NPM•

Little Athletics
Held AGM with same committee returned•
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Held AGM with same committee returned•
Season starts early October through to end of March.•
Discussion with Tim on extra shot put training area and other plans•

Cricket
Preseason meeting held with good attendance.•
Parkes cricket AGM to be held on 19 August.•
Thanked Al for his presentation to Council on Dogs•

Golf
New format for Parkes Open, with 4 ball best ball then two days of 18 holes.•

Rugby League
Semi-finals this week at Pioneer Oval. 5 teams competing in 10 matches.•
Lighting project at tender selection stage. Hoping to also install additional LED onto the 
existing poles.

•

Plan to use Cheney Park for training full time. Club has split into two groups, white and 
blue. Blue may move to Cheney as their home ground for matches.

•

Have spoken with existing groups around building a new amenities block.•

Tennis
Ticking along with small committee. Four young kids doing some private coaching.•
Have been unable to secure a pro for coaching.•
Running senior competitions but not Juniors at this time.•
Got a quote from Council to assist with maintenance but was beyond the club means 
to take up.

•

Soccer
Cobras finished the competition with a draw. Woody no longer needed.•
Two rounds left in the competition. Completion in mid-September•

Hockey
Premier League (mens) going well may have a men's final at Parkes.•
Held a mental health round to raise awareness and funds. Raised 32K.•
Had an incident during hockey where a player had a heart attack. The defib had been 
sent away for maintenance. Another was located with people available who had the 
knowledge to use CPR. Luckily the player was revived. 

•

Dragon Boating
• Are on winter break.  AGM to be held on 23 August

• Season to start 6th Sept (numbers dependant).  

• Hopefully the road is in a graded and good condition by then (has been done but may 
not stay in good shape for long).

Financial Report - Operational and Capital Works Projects
The financial report was included with the Annual General Meeting

_________________________________________________________________________
________

General Business

Watering System
Council are reviewing recycle watering system to build in some redundancy and capacity for 
the summer months.

Masters Games
Louise advised that they are considering dates in March 2026 (last 3 weekends). To be 
confirmed for advertising in October.

Register your AED
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 Register your AED

Heart of the Nation has been merged into the Heart Foundation and are no longer 
registering AEDs and their online App is no longer operating. The NSW Ambulance service 
recommends using the government based GoodSAM register. You can register an AED on 
the NSW Government’s GoodSAM website and download the GoodSAM app to locate AED 
near you.

Passing of Bev Cox
Michael mentioned the passing of Bev Cox who was a Secretary of the Sports Council in its 
early days.

Next Meeting 
9 September 2025 at 6pm.

________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Actions

Attachments
Nil
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12.6 MINUTES OF THE FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 
14 AUGUST 2025 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our local government is open, accountable and transparent. 

Strategy: Provide open and transparent decision-making and undertake the 
civic duties of Council with professionalism and integrity. 

Author: Taylah Burt, Business Support Officer 

Authoriser: Andrew Francis, Director Infrastructure and Sustainability 

Annexures: A. Minutes of the Floodplain Management Committee Meeting ⇩  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and confirm the Minutes of the Floodplain Management Committee Meeting held 
on Thursday 14 August 2025 appended at Annexure A. 
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Minutes of the Floodplain Committee Meeting  
 
 
 

 Page 1 of 2 

 

 

 

Agenda 
agenda items star t:  

1 - Acknowledgement of Country 
Participated: Cr George Pratt 

Council respectfully acknowledges the traditional owners, the Wiradjuri people, as the custodians of this 
land. We pay respect to all Aboriginal community Elders, past and present, who have resided in the area and 
have been an integral part of the history of the region. 

Meeting start time: 3.06PM  

2 - Apologies  

Participated: Cr George Pratt 

 Cr Applebee 
 Cr Wilson 
 Peter Kelly. 

3 - Confirmation of Minutes 

Participated: Cr George Pratt 

The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed  

Moved: Kathryn Read 

Seconded: Robert Staples 

4 - Business Arising 

Participated: Cr George Pratt 

 Rob (East Parkes Flood Study Working Group) joined the committee. 
 Rob has expertise in flood modelling and management. 

5 - Declarations of Interest 

Participated: Cr George Pratt 

 No declarations reported. 

  

Date Tuesday,13 August 2025 
Time 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
Location Committee Room, 2 Cecile Street, Parkes 
Present Cr George Pratt, Kylie Trueber, Andrew Francis, Kathryn Read, Joshua Stanbury, 

James Buchanan, Tanvir Ahmed, Joel Fraleigh  Kira.Leonard1, Robert Staples, and  
Clive Hawken 

Absent  
Note Taker Kylie Trueber  
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13 REPORTS OF THE GENERAL MANAGER 

13.1 APPOINTMENT ANNOUNCEMENT - DIRECTOR PLANNING AND COMMUNITY 
SERVICES 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our Local Government is open, accountable and representative. 

Strategy: Provide open and transparent decision-making and undertake the 
civic duties of Council with professionalism and integrity. 

Author: Kent Boyd PSM, General Manager 

Authoriser: Kent Boyd PSM, General Manager 

Annexures: Nil 

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the report. 

2. Congratulate Annalise Teale on her appointment as the Director Planning and Community 
Services. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

As Council is aware, the position of Director Planning and Community Services has been vacant 

since 24 March 2025. A recent recruitment campaign was undertaken, with the role widely 

advertised from 7 to 27 July 2025. 

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

Following a strong response, a shortlist of high-quality candidates was compiled, and interviews 

were conducted on 11 and 12 August 2025. The interview panel consisted of six members, including 

the Mayor and Deputy Mayor. 

I am pleased to advise that following a thorough and competitive selection process, the position has 

been offered to Annalise Teale, who has been acting in the position since March. 

Annalise was the unanimous choice of the panel and emerged as the preferred candidate from a 

strong field of contenders. Her experience, leadership qualities, and vision for planning, Libraries, 

Child Care and other Community Services impressed the panel and align well with the strategic 

future needs of the community. 

Congratulations to Annalise for a well-earned Directorship position.  

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

The Local Government Act includes provisions for the General Manager to appoint staff. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications for Council associated with this report. 
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RISK IMPLICATIONS 

The Director Planning and Community Services is essential in ensuring the delivery of Council 
services including planning and building approvals, library and childcare services. 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

There are no community consultation requirements for Council associated with this report. 
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13.2 DRAFT ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2025 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our Local Government is sustainable and plans for the future. 

Strategy: Operate in a financially sustainable and responsible manner. 

Author: Luke Nash, Executive Manager Finance 

Authoriser: Kent Boyd PSM, General Manager 

Annexures: A. Draft - Annual Financial Statements - Year Ended 30 June 2025 ⇩  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. In accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 1993 (as amended) and 
the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting, resolve to 
refer the accounts for audit. 

2. Recognise the advance payments of the 2025/26 Financial Assistance Grants (general 
purpose and local roads components) and the receipt of funds from NSW State 
Emergency Services (New Parkes SES Unit) as internally allocated cash as at 30 June 
2025. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Statements are a requirement of Section 413(2) of the Local Government Act 1993 (as 
amended) and the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting and form 
part of the Annual Financial reports. 

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

In order to comply with Section 413(2) of the Local Government Act 1993 (as amended) and the 
Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting, Council must prepare a 
statement on the General-Purpose Financial Statement (GPFS) and the Special Schedules as well 
as the Special Purpose Financial Statements (SPFS). The Statement then allows the accounts to 
be referred for audit. 

Council recorded an operating loss of ($3,299,000) in 2025, compared to a surplus of $2,069,000 in 
2024. The result was impacted by lower grants and contributions for operating purposes, reduced 
user charges and fees and higher depreciation expenses. Additional road repair costs were incurred 
during the year, with the related funding received in the prior year, creating timing differences in the 
financial results. The timing of Financial Assistance Grant payments also contributed, with 85% of 
the total allocation paid in advance prior to 30 June 2024, compared to only 50% prior to 30 June 
2025. 

In the previous financial year, Council delivered a one-off, high-value program of works for Transport 
for NSW under the RMCC program; in the current year, the value of works returned to normal levels. 
Employee-related costs increased due to a reduction in staff vacancies; lower capitalised labour 
costs as additional time and resources were directed to flood recovery works and higher leave 
entitlements. Materials and services expenses decreased compared to the previous year, primarily 
due to reduced flood damage works and lower RMCC activity. Depreciation expense continued to 
rise, reflecting the annual indexation of all asset classes. A net gain was recognised on the disposal 
of assets, primarily from land sales associated with the Parkes Gateway project and the sale of plant 
and equipment. 
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LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

As required under the Act, Council’s annual financial statements must be prepared and audited 
within the time specified. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The draft financials indicate an actual operating loss of ($3,299,000) as compared to original 
budgeted surplus of $276,000. Total income from continuing operations (excluding capital grants) 
was $64,728,000 as compared to original budget of $60,525,000. Total expenses from continuing 
operations were $68,027,000 as compared to original budget of $60,249,000. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Council's financial performance is monitored through Budget Reviews which are collated and 
presented to council on a quarterly basis. Additionally, detailed monthly financial reports are 
reviewed by senior management and council monthly. These reports provide council with detailed 
insights into the financial position and sustainability of the organisation.  

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

There are no community consultation requirements for Council associated with this report. 

CONCLUSION 

Council's Auditors will commence the audit of the financial statements from 25 August 2025 and will 
be onsite from 15 September to 17 September 2025. The Audited Financial reports will be issued 
following the completion of the audit. Following receipt of the Auditors Report, it will be tabled at a 
council meeting and public notice will be given advising the public of the presentation.  
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13.3 INVESTMENTS AND BORROWINGS REPORT AS AT 31 JULY 2025 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our Local Government is sustainable and plans for the future. 

Strategy: Operate in a financially sustainable and responsible manner. 

Author: Luke Nash, Executive Manager Finance 

Authoriser: Kent Boyd PSM, General Manager 

Annexures: A. Investment Register - 31 July 2025 ⇩  
B. Loans Register - 31 July 2025 ⇩  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the Statement of Investments and Borrowings as on 31 July 2025 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 (“the 
Regulations”), the Responsible Accounting Officer must provide Parkes Shire Council ("Council") 
with a monthly written report setting out details of Council’s investments under section 625 of the 
Local Government Act 1993 (“the Act”). The report must also include certification that these 
investments have been made in accordance with the Act, the Regulations and Council’s Investment 
Policy. 

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

The balance of Council’s investments as of 31 July 2025 stands at $48,584,821 and the principal 
outstanding on council's borrowings at $20,035,339. Council's investments decreased by $3.18 
million during July due to an increase in cash outflows associated with ongoing operational and 
capital expenditure.  

On 31 July 2025, Council's investment portfolio continues to yield 4.97 per cent per annum. Council's 
investments cover externally restricted cash reserves and internal restricted cash reserves. The 
following charts depict a summary of the investments held by Council based on the individual 
institutional exposure and credit rating of the institutions with which they are held. 
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LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

Council's investments are held in accordance with Council's Investment Policy which accords with 
the requirements of the: 
• Local Government Act 1993 ("the Act") - Section 625 
 • Local Government Act 1993 - Order (of Minister) dated 16 November 2020  
• The Trustee Amendment (Discretionary Investments) Act 1997 - Sections 14A(2), 14C(1) and (2); 
and  
• Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 ("the Regulation") - Clauses 212 and 215. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

All returns on investments are included in Council's Operating Budget. Any amendment to budgeted 
interest income is affected through the Quarterly Budget Review process. Both the average level of 
funds invested, and the rate of return determine returns. In accordance with the Australian equivalent 
of International Accounting Standards, securities that are classified as held for trading are required 
to be valued at market value at each balance date. Investments in the form of cash or cash 
equivalents and held to maturity investments are valued at cost. Floating Rate Notes acquired on 
the secondary market are valued at cost. Where the purchase consideration is different to face value, 
the resulting premium or discount are amortised on a straight-line basis over the life of the Note. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Council's investments are managed in accordance with Council's Investment Policy. As at the end 
of July, all counterparties were within the Policy limits. Overall, the portfolio is diversified amongst 
the investment grade spectrum with no exposure to unrated ADI's.  

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

There are no community consultation requirements for Council associated with this report. 

CONCLUSION 

The Chief Financial Officer has certified that the investments listed in the Investment Summary have 
been made in accordance with section 625 of the Act, clause 212 of the Regulation and Council's 
Investment Policy. Council's investments continue to focus on capital protection, as well as 
compliance with the Investment Policy, whilst actively seeking the best return allowable within these 
parameters. It is recommended that Council receive and note the Statement of Investments and 
Borrowings as on 31 July 2025. 

  







 
Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 

19 August 2025 

 

Item 14.1 Page 155 

14 REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR CUSTOMER, CORPORATE SERVICES AND 
ECONOMY 

14.1 MAJOR PROJECTS AND CURRENT WORKS - CUSTOMER, CORPORATE SERVICES 
& ECONOMY - JUNE 2025. 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our Local Government is open, accountable and representative. 

Strategy: Effectively collaborate, engage, and communicate with our 
community to inform decision making and promote services, projects and 
initiatives. 

Author: Anthony McGrath, Director Customer, Corporate Services and Economy 

Authoriser: Kent Boyd PSM, General Manager 

Annexures: A. Major Projects - DCCSE - July 2025 ⇩  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the status report of Major Projects within Parkes Shire Council's 
Customer, Corporate Services and Economy Directorate. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

A monthly status report of Major Projects within Parkes Shire Council's Customer, Corporate 
Services and Economy Department is tabled to keep Council abreast of projects being undertaken 
across the Parkes Shire. 

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

This report presents an update on the current major projects within the Parkes Shire being managed 
or undertaken by Council's Customer, Corporate Services and Economy Directorate. The report 
outlines work that has been carried out over the past month, together with work to be done in the 
next month, and is provided for the information of Councillors. 

The Directorate Major Projects and Current Works Report is appended at Annexure A. 

Projects listed include: 

1. Parkes Elvis Festival (PEF) 2026 

2. The Community Improvement District (CID) Pilot Program  

3. CiA Live Corporate Software System Upgrade. 

4. Fresh Start Program – New Cadets, Apprentices and Trainees 

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

There are no legislative or policy considerations for Council associated with this report. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Projects have been allocated funding either from grants or Council funds as provided in the 
Operational Budget and indicated in the report. 
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RISK IMPLICATIONS 

The Project risk status is indicated by the RAG (Red, Amber, Green) indicators as shown against 
each project in the report. 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Each project may have its own requirements for community consultation or notification in relation to 
the delivery of the project works. 
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14.2 REQUEST TO USE TRUNDLE TOWN IMPROVEMENT FUND RESERVE FOR AN 
HYDRATION STATION AND TENNIS COURTS POWER UPDGRADE 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Community 

Goal: Our community is safe, active and healthy. 

Strategy: Enhance recreation and culture, provide sport, recreation and play 
space facilities that encourage participation, connection and support for 
healthy and wellbeing lifestyles. 

Author: Anthony McGrath, Director Customer, Corporate Services and Economy 

Authoriser: Kent Boyd PSM, General Manager 

Annexures: A. Letter from TDPA requesting use of TIF Reserve. ⇩  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council approve the allocation of up to $40,000 from the Trundle Town Improvement Fund 
Reserve for the following items: 

1. Installation of a Hydration Station at the Community Hub 

2. Berryman Oval Tennis Courts upgrade to power supply for a future lighting installation. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Parkes Shire Council ("Council") is guided by the advice provided by the various Community 
Consultative Committees ("CCC") in determining the most appropriate projects to be included in their 
Town Improvement Allocations, however, the final decision concerning the expenditure of the funds 
remains with Council.  

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

Council has received an email request from the Trundle & District Progress Association ("TDPA") 
requesting that Council allocate funds from the Trundle Town Improvement Fund ("TIF") Reserve 
towards the following items: 

1. Installation of a Hydration Station at the Community Hub – as per Councillor Request 
PK2025/0375. The cost of the installation is estimated to be $20,437.50. 

2. Berryman Oval Tennis Courts – upgrade power supply for lighting – excavating, trenching, 
and lighting. The estimated cost is $17,998.79. 

In his letter to Council, included as Annexure A, Chair Mr Peter Kelly stated for Item 1 (Hydration 
Station), the Trundle and District Progress Association meeting agreed to commit $10,000 from the 
Trundle Town Improvement Reserve to share half the cost with Parks and Gardens budget.  

Although Council has allocated funds in its Operational Plan towards projects at Trundle, this project 
was not specifically listed in the Operational Plan and Budget for completion this fiscal year.  

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

Section 405 of the Local Government Act 1993 ("the Act") states that Council must have an 
Operational Plan, which includes a detailed annual budget, which details the activities to be engaged 
as part of the Delivery Program for that year. In addition, that plan must be publicly exhibited. 

Council must vote to allocate funds from its reserves for projects not listed in its Operational Plan in 
accord with the Financial Reserves Policy. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The Trundle TIF had an uncommitted balance of $66,839.41 at the end of July 2025 and can support 

the allocation of up to $40,000 towards the two improvement items requested.  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

The adoption of the recommendations for the report will ensure that Council will comply with section 
356 of the Act and allow the transfer of funds from its reserves to support the project in accord with 
its Financial Reserves Policy.  

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

The TPDA is recognised by Council as the peak consultative body for the Trundle community and 

surrounding areas. The TDPA has met and agreed to formally request the allocation of funding from 

the Trundle TIF Reserve. 
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14.3 REQUEST TO USE PEAK HILL TOWN IMPROVEMENT FUNDS TO CONTINUE 
ADVERTISING SIGNAGE FOR ANOTHER 12 MONTHS 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our Local Government is open, accountable and representative. 

Strategy: Provide open and transparent decision-making and undertake the 
civic duties of Council with professionalism and integrity. 

Author: Anthony McGrath, Director Customer, Corporate Services and Economy 

Authoriser: Anthony McGrath, Director Customer, Corporate Services and Economy 

Annexures: Nil 
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Approve the allocation of up to $10,750 from the Peak Hill Town Improvement Fund 
Reserve to support the cost of highway advertising signage for 12 months. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Parkes Shire Council ("Council") is guided by the advice provided by the various Community 
Consultative Committees ("CCC") in determining the most appropriate projects to be included in their 
Town Improvement Fund (“TIF”) Allocations, however, the final decision concerning the expenditure 
of the funds remains with Council.  

The Peak Hill Visitor Information Outlet is a volunteer run service located within the Peak Hill Country 
Crafts (“PHCC”) shop on Caswell Street in Peak Hill.  

Council has previously funded several advertising campaigns that use commercial advertising signs 
along the highways. The program was significantly reduced, in line with budget cuts, and the 
commercial signs were discontinued. Council still owns a sign at the eastern entrance to Parkes and 
will continue to use that for promotional purposes. 

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

Council has received an email request from the Peak Hill CCC for Council to provide $10,750 from 
the Peak Hill TIF to cover the cost of continuing the use of the commercial advertising sign on the 
Newell Highway at the southern end of Caswell street. The sign currently advertises the Open Cut 
Experience as shown in the following photo from Google Street View. 
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LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

Section 405 of the Local Government Act 1993 ("the Act") states that Council must have an 
Operational Plan, which includes a detailed annual budget, which details the activities to be engaged 
as part of the Delivery Program for that year. In addition, that plan must be publicly exhibited. 

Council must vote to allocate funds from its reserves for projects not listed in its Operational Plan in 
accord with the Financial Reserves Policy. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The Peak Hill TIF had an uncommitted balance of $232,594 at the end of July 2025 and can support 

the allocation of up to $10,750 for advertising signage. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Compliance: The adoption of the recommendations for the report will ensure that Council will 
comply with section 356 of the Act and allow the transfer of funds from its reserves to support the 
project in accord with its Financial Reserves Policy.  

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

The Peak Hill CCC is recognised by Council as the peak consultative body for the Peak Hill 

community and surrounding areas. The Peak Hill CCC has met and agreed to formally endorse the 

allocation of funding from the Peak Hill TIF. 
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14.4 COMMUNITY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM EVALUATION PANEL - 2025-
2026 ROUND ONE 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Community 

Goal: Our community is creative, proud and has a strong sense of belonging. 

Strategy: Encourage, support and recognise community participation 
including volunteers. 

Author: Veronica Shaw, Manager Governance, Risk and Corporate Performance 

Authoriser: Anthony McGrath, Director Customer, Corporate Services and Economy 

Annexures: Nil 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council 

1. Endorse the recommendations of the Evaluation Panel for Sec.356 donations under Round 
1 of the Community Financial Assistance Program 2025/2026 totalling $5,199.00 in 
General Grants and waived rates and charges. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Parkes Shire Community Financial Assistance Program (CFAP) was established to assist 
Council in providing a fair, equitable and transparent process for the distribution of public money, 
or in-kind assistance under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 to local community 
groups and organisations in the Parkes Shire.  

This assistance is limited to not-for-profit organisations who demonstrate local membership or 
participation and/or are undertaking a project or provide a service demonstrating significant local 
benefits to the Parkes Shire Community.  

Applications for the Community Financial Assistance Grants occur twice within the Financial year 
- July and February. A call for applications is publicised in the local media and on Council's social 
media platforms. An online application form is available via Council's website.  

To maintain a consistent, transparent, and equitable approach applications received are checked 
for eligibility based on the Financial Assistance Policy and assessed against four (4) criteria and 
their financial position. Circumstances in each application, the availability of funds in Council’s 
adopted budget and the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 are also considered. 

The assessment criteria are: 

• Aligns with one of the Community Objectives within the Community Strategic Plan. 

• Amount of Resident Participation 

• Level of Consultation and Collaboration with other local Groups 

• Organisational Capacity to deliver the program or project 

Recommended grant offerings are based on the degree that the assessment criteria score is met.   
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Integrated Planning and Reporting Linkage - Aligns with one of the Community Objectives 
within the Community Strategic Plan.   

Amount of resident participation – Percentage can be linked to specific townships.  

 

Level of Consultation and/or collaboration with other local groups  

 

Organisational capacity to deliver the program or project  
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Acquittal and Reporting 

All successful applicants will be required to provide an acquittal report within two months of 
completion of the sponsored event. The Grant Acquittal form can be found on Council's website.  

The report must include outcomes of the event or project funded by Parkes Shire Council. 

Applicants will not be considered for future funding if the report is not completed and returned. 

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

Round 1 - General Program and Rates and Charges Program 

Round 1 of the 2025/2026 Community Financial Assistance Program was advertised from 1st to 
28th July 2025. A total of ten (10) applications were received during this period, including five (5) 
applications for General Grants and five (5) applications for Rates and Charges waivers. Requests 
received outside of the application process were also discussed by the committee but were 
ineligible for inclusion for assessment and will receive correspondence in relation to Council’s 
grants process.  

The evaluation of Round 1 of the 2025/2026 Community Financial Assistance Grants was 
completed on 11th August 2025 by the Community Financial Assistance Program Evaluation Panel. 
In attendance were Mayor Neil Westcott, Deputy Mayor Marg Applebee, Councillor Bill Jayet and 
Council staff with an apology from Councillor Doug Pout. No declarations of interests were received 
in relation to this Round of grants.   

A summary of the applications received for both sections of Round 1 of the 2025/2026 Community 
Financial Assistance Grants and the recommendations of the Committee are below:  
 
General Program 

Organisation/Group Activity Amount 
Requested 

Recommendation 
 

Trundle Show  To help provided children’s entertainment 
during the Show 

$1,000.00 $1,000.00 

Regional Counselling 
Ltd/Lifeline  

The Parkes Men’s Growth Room 
Community Dinner 

$1,000.00 $500.00 

Parkes PA&H  Assistance funding medical requirements 
for the horse section of the Show 

$1,000.00 $1,000.00 

Parkes Rotary Club  Assistance with a Multicultural Welcome 
Evening 

$1,000.00 $500.00 

TOTAL   $3,000.00 

 
An application was also received from Mr Perfect for this General Round which was found to be 
ineligible to receive a grant in this instance.  
 
Rates and Charges 

Organisation/Group Rates and Charges Request Recommendation 
 

Parkes Seventh-day Adventist  $538.00 $200.00 

Masonic Temple Co.  $2011.29 $500.00 

Southern Cross Community Centre  $218.00 $218.00 

Frazer Court  $4,826.00 $1,000.00 

Tullamore P&H Association  $281.00 $281.00 

TOTAL  $2,199.00 
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LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

In accordance with Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council can provide financial 
assistance through a specific program, providing the details of the program have been included in 
Council's Operational Plan for the year in which the financial assistance is proposed to be given.   

Along with the Community Financial Assistance Policy, an assessment matrix scorecard was 
developed to assist in maintaining consistency when assessing and scoring Applications. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The cost of Round 1 of the Community Financial Assistance Grants to Council will total $5,199.00 
and is funded from Council's Operational Plan and Budget 2025/2026. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

If an ineligible organisation receives grant funding, it can lead to reputational damage, financial loss, 
and reduced public trust in the grants process. It may also divert resources from eligible 
organisations that could deliver genuine community benefits. Conversely, failing to fund a deserving 
organisation can result in missed opportunities for social, economic, or cultural improvements, 
undermining the effectiveness and equity of the funding program. Both scenarios highlight the 
importance of robust eligibility checks and transparent decision-making.  

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

There are no community consultation requirements for Council associated with this report. 

Under Section 356 of the Local Government Act, public notice is required in the following 
circumstances: 

(1) A council may, in accordance with a resolution of the council, contribute money or otherwise grant 
financial assistance to persons for the purpose of exercising its functions. 

(2) A proposed recipient who acts for private gain is not ineligible to be granted financial assistance 
but must not receive any benefit under this section until at least 28 days' public notice of the council's 
proposal to pass the necessary resolution has been given. 

(3) However, public notice is not required if-- 

(a) the financial assistance is part of a specific program, and 

(b) the program's details have been included in the council's draft operational plan for the year in 
which the financial assistance is proposed to be given, and 

(c) the program's proposed budget for that year does not exceed 5 per cent of the council's proposed 
income from the ordinary rates levied for that year, and 

(d) the program applies uniformly to all persons within the council's area or to a significant group of 
persons within the area. 

(4) Public notice is also not required if the financial assistance is part of a program of graffiti removal 
work. 
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14.5 OPERATIONAL PLAN Q3-Q4 PROGRESS - 2024/25 - 1 JANUARY TO 30 JUNE 2025 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our Local Government is sustainable and plans for the future. 

Strategy: Provide clear long-term direction for the community through the 
development of the Integrated Planning and Reporting framework. 

Author: Teresa Cooper, Corporate Planning and Performance Coordinator 

Authoriser: Anthony McGrath, Director Customer, Corporate Services and Economy 

Annexures: A. Operational Plan Progress Report - January to June 2025 (under 
separate cover) ⇨  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Endorse the 2024/25 Operational Plan Progress Report (1 January to 30 June 2025), 
appended at Annexure A, pursuant to section 4.9 of the Integrated Planning and Reporting 
Guidelines. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Integrated Planning and Reporting ("IP&R") provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 ("the 
Act") require Parkes Shire Council ("Council") to develop and adopt an inter-related suite of strategic 
documents, including a 10-year Community Strategic Plan, four-year Delivery Program, and annual 
Operational Plan.   

Under the IP&R Guidelines issued by the Office of Local Government and prescribed under section 
23A of the Act; Council's General Manager must ensure that progress reports are provided to the 
Council's governing body, with respect to the principal activities detailed in the Delivery Program, at 
least every six months. 

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

In line with Council's commitment to open, accountable and representative local government, 
Council has chosen to report on the implementation of its Delivery Program every six months.  

The Operational Plan Progress Report (1 January to 30 June 2025) is appended at Annexure A and 
summarises Council's progress on the implementation of its Delivery Program 2022-2025. The 
Operational Plan Progress Report (1 January to 30 June 2025) comprises the following sections:  

• Part 1 - Introduction: Outlines the IP&R framework, including the role and purpose of the 
Operational Plan, and how Council plans and reports on the progress of its Delivery Program.  

• Part 2 - 2024/25 Operational Plan: Outlines the Operational and Capital Funding Summary 
and key achievements in the implementation of the Delivery Program.  

 

• Part 3 - Commercial Enterprise: Reports on Council's progress in implementing the outputs 
outlined in the Commercial Enterprise function of the Delivery Program.  

• Part 4 - Council and Corporate: Reports on Council's progress in implementing the outputs 
outlined in the Council and Corporate function of the Delivery Program.  

• Part 5 - Economy and Engagement: Reports on Council's progress in implementing the 
outputs outlined in the Economy and Engagement function of the Delivery Program.  

../../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.aspx?FileName=OCM_20250819_ATT_224_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=42
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• Part 6 - Emergency Services: Reports on Council's progress in implementing the outputs 
outlined in the Emergency Services function of the Delivery Program.  

• Part 7 - Library, Culture and Social Justice: Reports on Council's progress in implementing 
the outputs outlined in the Library, Culture and Social Justice function of the Delivery 
Program.  

• Part 8 - Open Space and Recreation: Reports on Council's progress in implementing the 
outputs outlined in the Open Space and Recreation function of the Delivery Program.  

• Part 9 - Planning, Certification and Compliance: Reports on Council's progress in 
implementing the outputs outlined in the Planning, Certification and Compliance function of 
the Delivery Program.  

• Part 10 - Sewerage: Reports on Council's progress in implementing the outputs outlined in 
the Sewerage function of the Delivery Program. 

• Part 11 - Transport and Drainage: Reports on Council's progress in implementing the 
outputs outlined in the Transport and Drainage function of the Delivery Program.  

• Part 12 - Water Supply: Reports on Council's progress in implementing the outputs outlined 
in the Water Supply function of the Delivery Program. 

• Part 13 - Waste Management: Reports on Council's progress in implementing the outputs 
outlined in the Waste Management function of the Delivery Program.  

 

The information in this document and the previous progress report will be summarised in the Annual 
Report, which is due to be tabled at the November meeting. 

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

As detailed above, Council is required under the Local Government Act and IP&R Guidelines to 
develop and adopt a Delivery Program. The General Manager is required to provide progress reports 
at least once every six months to Council's governing body on the organisation's progress in 
achieving the principal activities contained in the Delivery Program. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications for Council associated with this report. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Endorsement of the Operational Plan Progress Report (1 January to 30 June 2025), as 
recommended, ensures Council complies with its legislative requirements under section 404 of the 
Act 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

There are no community consultation requirements for Council associated with this report, however 
under Council's IP&R framework, community engagement is built into the process to ensure that the 
community is providing feedback advice and direction to Council's activities. The report will also be 
placed on Council's website 

  

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-030#sec.8C
https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Integrated-Planning-and-Reporting-Guidelines.pdf


 
Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 

19 August 2025 

 

Item 14.6 Page 176 

14.6 ADOPTION OF COUNCIL POLICY - ENTERPRISE RISK MANAGEMENT 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our Local Government is contemporary, effective and effecient. 

Strategy: Ensure compliance with statutory requirements and ensure 
Council’s operations are supported by good corporate governance and 
effective risk management. 

Author: Kylie Trueber, Risk and Emergency Management Coordinator 

Authoriser: Anthony McGrath, Director Customer, Corporate Services and Economy 

Annexures: A. Policy - Enterprise Risk Management ⇩  
B. Enterprise Risk Management Statement ⇩  

C. Risk Appetite Statement ⇩  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Adopt the updated Enterprise Risk Management Policy included as Annexure A to this 
report. 

2. Adopt the updated Enterprise Risk Management Statement included as Annexure B to this 
report. 

3. Adopt the updated Risk Appetite Statement included as Annexure C to this report. 

4. Publish the adopted Enterprise Risk Management Policy on Council’s Website and 
intranet. 

 

BACKGROUND 

As part of Council’s commitment to continuous improvement, all Council policies receive minor 
amendments from time to time as required and are on a review schedule to ensure that they comply 
with current legislation and local government best practice. In addition, the Office of Local 
Government recommends that Council’s review all relevant policies in the first twelve months of 
office.  

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

Council’s Enterprise Risk Management policy was previously developed and adopted in December 
2010 with minor updates completed in 2018 and 2020. Since that time, the risk landscape has 
evolved significantly, driven by changes in legislation, governance expectations, and emerging 
threats such as climate-related events, cyber risks and reputational challenges. A comprehensive 
review and update of the policy has now been completed to ensure alignment with contemporary 
risk management principles and best practice standards. 

The revised policy strengthens councils’ commitment to proactive risk management by embedding 
a more integrated and strategic approach across all levels of decision-making. It aligns with ISO 
31000:20108. Adoption of the updated policy will support improved organisational resilience, 
accountability and transparency, while also ensuring that risk is consistently considered in all council 
activities.  

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

This policy aligns with ISO 31000:2018, Local Government Act 1993, Local Government (General) 
Amendment (Audit, Risk and Improvement Committees) Regulation 2023 (NSW) 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications for Council associated with this report. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Adoption of the updated Enterprise Risk Management (ERM) Policy is critical to ensuring Council 
has a structured and consistent approach to identifying, assessing, and managing risks across all 
operations. Without an up-to-date policy, there is a heightened risk of fragmented or reactive risk 
practices, which may lead to poor decision-making, non-compliance with legislative and audit 
requirements, and reduced organisational resilience. 

Failure to adopt the policy may also result in reputational risk, particularly if Council is perceived as 
not taking a proactive stance on risk governance. This could undermine stakeholder confidence and 
expose Council to scrutiny in the event of a preventable incident or failure. The revised policy 
mitigates these risks by embedding a culture of accountability and continuous improvement in risk 
management. 

Failure to adopt the revised Enterprise Risk Management Policy may expose Council to increased 
financial risk due to inconsistent or inadequate risk identification, assessment, and mitigation 
practices. Without a current and comprehensive framework, Council may be less equipped to 
anticipate and respond to emerging risks, which could result in unplanned expenditures, project 
delays, or service disruptions. 

Additionally, non-compliance with contemporary governance standards and audit recommendations 
could lead to reputational damage and reduced confidence from funding bodies, insurers, and the 
community. This may impact Council’s eligibility for grants, increase insurance premiums, or result 
in higher costs associated with risk events that could have been prevented or better managed under 
a robust Enterprise Risk Management framework. 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Whilst there is no community consultation associated with this policy, the ELT and ARIC have 
reviewed and provided feedback prior to the policy being presented to Council. The documents will 
be placed on Council’s web site. 
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14.7 ADOPTION OF COUNCIL POLICY - CONFLICT OF INTEREST FOR COUNCIL-
RELATED DEVELOPMENT 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our Local Government is contemporary, effective and effecient. 

Strategy: Ensure compliance with statutory requirements and ensure 
Council’s operations are supported by good corporate governance and 
effective risk management. 

Author: Annalise Teale, Acting Director Planning and Community Services 

Authoriser: Kent Boyd PSM, General Manager 

Annexures: A. Council Policy - Conflict of Interest for Council-Related 
Development ⇩  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Adopt the Conflict of Interest for Council-Related Development policy included as 
Annexure A to this report. 

2. Publish the adopted policy on Council's Website and intranet. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The NSW State Government introduced requirements into the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Regulation 2021 to address potential conflicts of interest in Council-related 
development.   

Under this guideline, Council must adopt a policy to manage development applications where 
Council is the developer or landowner, or where Council holds a commercial interest in the land that 
is subject of an application. The intent of the policy is to specify how potential conflicts of interest will 
be identified and managed.  

The Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) issued Guidelines relating to this matter, 
including a sample policy which was used in the development of the Conflict of Interest for Council-
Related Development attached at Annexure A.  

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

Councils are development regulators, but they also can be the developer, landowner or hold a 
commercial interest in relation to the land they regulate. Where councils have this dual role, an 
inherent conflict can arise between their interests in the development and their duty as regulator. 

The amendments to the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 were introduced 
to address conflicts of interest in council related development. The requirements include:  

• Councils must have a policy that specifies how conflicts of interest in connection with council-
related development applications will be handled. The policy must comply with the 
requirements in the DPE Guidelines  

• Council-related development applications must now be accompanied by either a 
management strategy statement, which explains how the council will manage potential 
conflicts of interest, or a statement that the council has no management strategy for the 
application  
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• Councils must record conflicts of interest in connection with each council-related 
development application, and the measures taken to manage the conflicts, in their existing 
DA register  

• Council-related development applications must be exhibited for a minimum of 28 days to 
ensure transparency during the assessment process. 

The changes to the Regulation included the following new definition:  

council-related development application means a development application for which council is 
the consent authority, that is:  

(a) made by or on behalf of the council, or  

(b) for development on land:  

(i) of which council is the owner, a lessee, or a licensee, or  

(ii) otherwise vested in or under the control of the council.  

The DPE Guidelines clarify that a policy prepared and adopted by Council must:  

• establish management controls and/or a management strategy to address potential conflicts 
of interest at the different phases of the development process for the types of council-related 
development that the council could be involved in  

• outline the process through which potential conflicts of interest will be identified, the risks 
assessed, and appropriate management controls determined, and  

• outline the process that will be followed to publicly communicate the management 
approaches for each development subject to the policy.  

Based on these requirements, a draft Policy has been prepared and is contained in Attachment 2. 

The draft policy establishes the process for identifying and managing potential conflicts of interest, 
and includes requirements during the preparation, assessment, and determination stages of a 
council-related development application.  

In summary:  

• prior to finalising the preparation of such an application, the General Manager, or their 
delegate, is to undertake a conflict of interest risk assessment and determine what (if any) 
management controls will be implemented during the assessment and determination of the 
application  

• assessment and determination options are proposed for council-related applications, based 
on type and scale of the application, in accordance with the following table: 

Category of DA Assessment Options Determination 

Low Risk DA 

Refers to development that 
is small-scale, routine 
operational, and/or non 
controversial. 

Assessment by staff not 
involved in the preparation 
of the application and peer 
reviewed by Executive 
Manager of Planning and 
Certification. 

Determination under 
delegated authority, other 
than for development on 
community land under 
section 47E of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

Medium Risk DA 

Refers to development 
proposed on council-owned 
or managed land that 
substantially complies with 
zoning, land use provisions 
and council policies, with no 

Assessment by staff not 
involved in the preparation 
of the application and peer 
reviewed by Planning and 
Community Services 
Director or Executive 
Manager of Planning and 
Certification. 

Determination under 
delegated authority by 
Director Planning and 
Community Services or 
Executive Manager of 
Planning and Certification, 
other than for development 
on community land under 



 
Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 

19 August 2025 

 

Item 14.7 Page 199 

substantial or numerous 
submissions. 

Assessment by external 
independent town planning 
consultant. 

section 47E of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

High Risk DA 

Refers to large-scale, 
significant and/or 
controversial Das 

Includes Regionally 
Significant Development as 
defined in State 
Environmental Planning 
Policy (Planning Systems) 
2021 

Assessment by staff not 
involved in the preparation 
of the application and peer 
reviewed by Planning and 
Community Services 
Director or Executive 
Manager of Planning and 
Certification, 

Or 

Assessment by external 
independent town planning 
consultant, 

Or 

Assessment by 
neighbouring council 
planning staff. 

Determination by elected 
council, or 

Referral to Northern 
Regional Planning Panel for 
determination (regionally 
significant development). 

 

The draft policy also includes a template for the Management Statement that will be required to 
accompany all council-related development applications, to create a record of potential conflicts 
identified and management measures undertaken.  

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

The key legislation and regulation for all council policies is the Local Government Act 1993 No 30 
and Local Government (General) Regulation 2021. 

The key legislative instruments underpinning this policy are the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 and the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021.  

The State Environmental Planning Policy (Planning Systems) 2021 also supports consistent 
planning practices across NSW.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Finalisation of the draft policy can be undertaken within existing staff resources.  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Without a formal conflict of interest policy, councils face increased risks of perceived or actual bias 
in the assessment and determination of development applications where they have a vested interest. 
This can undermine public trust, expose the organisation to reputational damage, and compromise 
the integrity of planning decisions. It may also lead to inconsistent management of conflicts, legal 
challenges, or breaches of statutory obligations. Adoption of the policy will help to reduce conflict of 
interest risks for future Council-related development proposals. 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Community consultation was not required in the development of this policy; however, the adopted 
version will be placed on Council's website. 

  

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-030#ch.6-pt.3-div.1
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-030#ch.6-pt.3-div.1
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2021-0460#pt.7
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1979-203
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1979-203
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2021-0759
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/epi-2021-0724
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14.8 ADOPTION OF COUNCIL POLICY - SOCIAL MEDIA 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our Local Government is contemporary, effective and effecient. 

Strategy: Ensure compliance with statutory requirements and ensure 
Council’s operations are supported by good corporate governance and 
effective risk management. 

Author: Sally Chapman, Senior Corporate Grants Officer 

Authoriser: Jaco Barnard, Chief Financial Officer 

Annexures: A. Council Policy - Social Media ⇩  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Adopt the updated Social Media Policy included as Annexure A to this report. 

2. Publish the adopted Social Media Policy on Council's Website and intranet. 

3. Add the newly developed House Rules to all social media channels operated by Parkes 
Shire Council. 

4. Approve the disabling of Parkes Shire Council operated social media channel comments 
outside of business hours as per the House Rules.  

5. Approve the disabling of comments from the live streaming of Council meetings. 

 

BACKGROUND 

As part of Council's commitment to continuous improvement, all Council policies receive minor 
amendments from time to time as required and are on a review schedule to ensure that they comply 
with current legislation and local government best practice. In addition, the Office of Local 
Government recommends that council's review all relevant policies in the first twelve months of 
office. 

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

Council’s Social Media policy was previously developed for and adopted at Council’s Ordinary 
Council Meeting on 26 November 2024 [OCM 344/24] for the new term of Council. The Social Media 
policy was developed utilising the Model Social Media Policy created by the OLG which reflects best 
practice in this space.  

Following the adoption of this policy, the communication’s team has developed a series of House 
Rules required under the policy to be added to all social media channels operated by Parkes Shire 
Council. This was presented to Council at its Councillor Workshop on 5th August 2025 and has been 
added as an Annexure to the existing Social Media Policy as attached at Annexure A of this report. 
As part of these House Rules, Council will monitor comments within Council business hours with 
comments disabled outside of these hours to reduce the risk of unmoderated illegal activity on 
Council’s social media accounts.  

As part of Council’s House Rules, Council recommends that comments be disabled on livestreams 
of Council Meetings to maintain decorum and ensure the orderly conduct of official proceedings. This 
approach helps prevent disruptive, defamatory, or inappropriate remarks that could undermine the 
integrity of the meeting. It also reduces legal risks, including potential defamation or breaches of 
privacy, and ensures compliance with Council’s Code of Conduct, social media moderation policy, 
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and other relevant legislation. Disabling comments supports a respectful and transparent 
communication environment while safeguarding the rights and responsibilities of all participants. 

In addition to this, the Office of Local Government released Council Circular 25 -11 Free speech in 
local government in NSW Guidelines. Council’s Social Media policy has been reviewed in line with 
this circular and have developed an Addendum to be annexured to the end of the policy, as attached 
at Annexure A, to ensure the Social Media policy is followed with the key principles of free speech 
in mind. The previously adopted social media policy has also been updated to reflect recent role 
changes.  

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

The key legislation and regulation for all council policies is the Local Government Act 1993 No 30 
and Local Government (General) Regulation 2021. 

Additional legislation considerations include:  

Council Circular 25-11 Free speech in local government in NSW Guideline – Office of Local 
Government NSW 

Model Social Media Policy - Office of Local Government 

Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 No 52 

Health Records and Information Privacy Act 2002 

Online Safety Act 2021 

Privacy Act 1988 

Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 

State Records Act 1998 

Work Health and Safety Act 2011 

Work Health and Safety regulation 2017 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications for Council associated with this report. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

A lack of or weak social media policy exposes councils to reputational, legal, and governance risks 
by failing to set clear expectations for staff, councillors, and the public. Without defined house rules, 
councils may struggle to moderate harmful or defamatory content, manage misinformation, or ensure 
respectful engagement. 

Additionally, failing to address freedom of speech considerations such as the implied constitutional 
right to political communication can lead to overly restrictive practices that undermine transparency 
and public trust. A robust policy should balance open dialogue with legal obligations under the GIPA 
Act, HRIP Act, and State Records Act, ensuring privacy, accountability, and proper recordkeeping 
across all platforms. 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Community consultation was not required in the development of this policy; however, the adopted 
version will be placed on Council's website and all social media channels will include a reference to 
the House Rules. 

  

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-030#ch.6-pt.3-div.1
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-030#ch.6-pt.3-div.1
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2021-0460#pt.7
https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/https-www-olg-nsw-gov-au-category-https-www-olg-nsw-gov-au-category-council-circulars/governance/council-circular-25-11-free-speech-in-local-government-in-nsw-guideline/
https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/https-www-olg-nsw-gov-au-category-https-www-olg-nsw-gov-au-category-council-circulars/governance/council-circular-25-11-free-speech-in-local-government-in-nsw-guideline/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.olg.nsw.gov.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F05%2FModel-Social-Media-Policy.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2009-052
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/act-2002-071
https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2021A00076/latest/text
https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2004A03712/latest/text
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/act-1998-133
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/act-1998-017
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2018C00293
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2017-0404
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15 REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUSTAINABILITY 

15.1 MAJOR PROJECTS AND CURRENT WORKS - INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
SUSTAINABILITY 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our Local Government is open, accountable and representative. 

Strategy: Effectively collaborate, engage, and communicate with our 
community to inform decision making and promote services, projects and 
initiatives. 

Author: Sue McGrath, Business Support Coordinator 

Authoriser: Andrew Francis, Director Infrastructure and Sustainability 

Annexures: A. Major Projects & Current Works - July 2025 ⇩  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the Infrastructure and Sustainability Major Projects and Current Works 
Report for July 2025, appended at Annexure A. 

 
BACKGROUND 

A monthly status report of Major Projects and Current Works within Parkes Shire Council's 
Infrastructure and Strategic Futures directorate is tabled to keep Council abreast of projects being 
undertaken across the Parkes Shire. 

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

This report presents an update on the current major projects within the Parkes Shire being managed 
or undertaken by Council's Infrastructure and Strategic Futures Department. The report outlines work 
that has been carried out over the past month and is provided for the information of Councillors. 

The Major Projects and Current Works Report is appended at Annexure A.  

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

There are no legislative or policy considerations for Council associated with this report.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Projects have been allocated funding either from grants or Council funds as provided in the 
2024/25 Operational Budget. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

There are no risk implications for Council associated with this report. 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

There are no community consultation requirements for Council associated with this report. 
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CONCLUSION 

The Major Projects and Current Works Report, appended at Annexure A, provides Council with a 
briefing on major projects and works underway within the organisation's Infrastructure and Strategic 
Futures directorate. It is recommended that Council formally resolve to receive and note the report. 

  















 
Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 

19 August 2025 

 

Item 15.2 Page 244 

15.2 PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO FEES & CHARGES 2025-26 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Environment 

Goal: Our community reduces, reuses and recycles waste 

Strategy: Provide waste services, minimise waste to landfill and promote the 
widespread adoption of recycling and waste reduction. 

Author: Sharyn Ware, Waste Management Coordinator 

Authoriser: Andrew Francis, Director Infrastructure and Sustainability 

Annexures: Nil 
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. Council endorses the change to the charge for Fire Damaged House containing asbestos 
to be a charge by tonnage rather than volume. 

2. Council engages with the community prior to implementing the changes to the existing 
charges. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

Prior to 2017 only commercial and industrial waste producers were charged fees to dispose of waste 
at the Parkes Landfill. 

After major improvements to the Parkes facility including provision of a Weighbridge, Council moved 
to introduce a fee system for all wastes deposited at the Parkes Waste Facility. 

To ensure a realistic charge for fire damaged houses (a small bedsit home which was near burnt to 
the ground), Council introduced a charge for insurance estimates for demolition companies to use 
when quoting.  This charge was for mixed demolition waste containing asbestos to a maximum of 
80m3, after which normal waste rates applied. 

This also aids home owners/Department of Housing in short-term removal of unsafe and hazardous 
damaged structures in the community. 

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

The Weighbridge used at Parkes Waste Facility provides only for a tonnage rate.  There is a need 
for ease of use and transparency to change the cubic rate (volume) measurement to tonnes.  This 
will allow for better understanding by users, weighbridge operators and waste staff who reconcile 
payments and issue invoices. 

Currently the fee is $6615 for the first 80m3.  It is proposed to change this to $6615 for the first 90 
tonne, providing a $73.50 per tonne price.  This allows for a considerable disposal reduction on 
both friable asbestos ($411 tonne), and construction and demolition waste ($81.50 tonne).  Metal is 
free.  No green waste or other household materials will be accepted as part of this initial 90 tonne. 

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

Local Government Act 1993, Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997, Waste Avoidance 
and Resource Recovery Act 2001, Parkes Shire Waste Management Strategy 2022, NSW Waste 
and Sustainable Materials Strategy 2041, and NSW Illegal Dumping Prevention Strategy 2022-2027 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

This would allow a clearer financial guide for customers, insurance companies, demolition 
companies and improved reconciliation for waste and financial reporting. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

It is imperative that the financial sustainability of council's waste management function is 
maintained and transparent. 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Under the Act, Council is required to advertise its fees and charges, including changes and 
additions that occur outside the IP&R process.  
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16 REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR OPERATIONS 

16.1 MAJOR PROJECTS AND CURRENT WORKS - OPERATIONS  

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: Our Local Government is open, accountable and representative. 

Strategy: Effectively collaborate, engage, and communicate with our 
community to inform decision making and promote services, projects and 
initiatives. 

Author: Kristine Thacker, Business Support Officer 

Authoriser: Logan Hignett, Director Operations 

Annexures: A. August 25 - Major Projects and Current Works - Operations ⇩  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the Operations Major Projects and Current Works Report for July 2025, 
appended at Annexure A. 

 
BACKGROUND 

A monthly status report of Major Projects and Current Works within Parkes Shire Council's 
Operations Department is tabled to keep Council abreast of projects being undertaken across the 
Parkes Shire. 

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

This report presents an update on the current major projects within the Parkes Shire being managed 
or undertaken by Council's Operations Department. The report outlines work that has been carried 
out over the past month and is provided for the information of Councillors. 

The Major Projects and Current Works Report is appended at Annexure A. 

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

There are no legislative or policy considerations for Council associated with this report.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Projects have been allocated funding either from grants or Council funds as provided in the 
2024/25 Operational Budget. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

There are no risk implications for Council associated with this report. 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

There are no community consultation requirements for Council associated with this report. 

CONCLUSION 

The Major Projects and Current Works Report, appended at Annexure A, provides Council with a 
briefing on major projects and works underway within the organisation's Operations Department. It 
is recommended that Council formally resolve to receive and note the report.  
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16.2 LOCAL TRAFFIC COMMITTEE - NEW DELEGATION 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Leadership 

Goal: An informed community 

Strategy: Deliver communication that is open, accessible, meaningful, and 
regular across a range of media. 

Author: Ben Coultas, Senior Design Engineer 

Authoriser: Logan Hignett, Director Operations 

Annexures: A. Attachment 1 - Guide to Instrument ⇩  

B. Attachment 2 - Fact Sheet - Implementation ⇩  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. Council receive and note the information within the report. 

2. Council continue to operate the Local Traffic Committee (LTC) in its existing format for a 
trial period of six (6) months, adopting the updated naming conventions required by 
Transport for NSW, and convening meetings on an “as needs” basis rather than at fixed 
quarterly intervals.  

3. Council officers monitor the implementation of the new 2025 Authorisation and Delegation 
Instrument across the local government sector, consult with relevant stakeholders, and 
report back to Council at the conclusion of the trial period with recommendations for any 
permanent changes to the existing process’. 

4. That the Local Traffic Forum (LTF) meet on an “as needs” basis rather than a fixed 
quarterly schedule, with meetings convened only when there are substantive matters 
requiring consideration. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Transport for NSW (TfNSW) has implemented a new Authorisation and Delegation Instrument in 
July 2025, replacing previous delegations and introducing significant structural and procedural 
changes to the way councils consider certain traffic matters. The Local Traffic Committee (LTC) is 
now renamed as the Local Traffic Forum (LTF), and the categories of matters requiring formal referral 
to the LTF have been revised. 

Under the new framework, some matters previously considered by the LTC will no longer require 
formal referral to TfNSW, and councils will have greater discretion to determine the level of 
consultation required for those matters. While the changes aim to streamline processes, they also 
reduce the range of matters subject to formal, minuted discussion, which has historically provided 
transparency and a clear audit trail for decisions affecting local traffic management. 

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

The introduction of the 2025 Authorisation and Delegation Instrument fundamentally changes the 
role of the Local Traffic Committee, now referred to as the Local Transport Forum (LTF). The new 
framework reduces the range of matters requiring referral to the LTF, with only a narrow set of traffic 
management proposals now mandatorily referred. 

While the changes are intended to streamline decision-making, concerns have been raised with the 
potential loss of a formal, minuted decision-making forum. Historically, LTC meetings have provided 
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a structured workflow for community raised traffic matters, ensuring they are formally minuted, 
considered by technical representatives, and brought to Council with clear recommendations. 

Under the new model, many matters such as the recent McGee’s Lane one-way proposal, would not 
require referral to the LTF. Without this process, there is a risk that community consultation and 
transparency could be diminished, and that traffic management decisions may proceed without the 
same level of public visibility or documented record. 

To address these concerns while still complying with TfNSW requirements, it is proposed that: 

• Council adopt the new naming conventions (Local Transport Forum) and acknowledge the 
updated delegation framework. 

• Council retain the existing LTC-style process and meeting structure for a six-month trial 
period to ensure continuity in governance, community engagement, and record-keeping. 

• This approach will maintain the benefits of formal agendas, minutes, and action tracking, 
while allowing Council to gain a practical understanding of the new framework’s implications. 

• During the trial, officers will consult with other councils and industry stakeholders to determine 
emerging best practice and report back with a recommended long-term approach. 

This transitional approach provides compliance with TfNSW direction while mitigating potential 
reputational and operational risks linked to the removal of the existing, well-understood LTC process. 

A further change allowed under the new delegations is the removal of the fixed quarterly meeting 
requirement. Councils may now determine the meeting frequency of the Local Traffic Forum. It is 
proposed that Parkes Shire Council adopt an “as needs” basis for convening the Forum, ensuring 
that meetings are only held when there are substantive matters to consider. This will improve 
efficiency and avoid calling meetings solely to satisfy an arbitrary timeframe. 

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

The Local Traffic Committee previously operated under delegations from TfNSW issued under 
Section 50 of the Transport Administration Act 1988. The 2025 Authorisation and Delegation 
Instrument replaces these delegations, redefining the scope and structure of traffic management 
decision-making in NSW. 

Key changes include: 

• Renaming the Local Traffic Committee to the Local Traffic Forum; 

• Narrowing the categories of matters requiring formal LTF consideration; and 

• Allowing councils more discretion to manage certain matters internally. 

The new instrument requires councils to comply with updated terminology and procedural 
requirements to maintain TfNSW authorisation. However, councils are not prevented from applying 
more rigorous internal processes if desired. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no direct financial implications arising from the adoption of the new delegations or 
continuation of the LTC-style format during the trial period. The operational costs associated with 
convening and minuting meetings are already accounted for within existing budgets. 

However, the streamlined LTF process may, over time, lead to reduced administrative burden if 
fewer matters are formally referred, though this is not expected to materially impact costs during the 
trial period. Conversely, retaining the LTC format temporarily ensures no loss of resourcing efficiency 
and maintains continuity in stakeholder engagement. 
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RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Under Council’s adopted Risk Appetite Statement (May 2025), risks associated with governance, 
decision-making transparency, and community engagement are considered moderate, with a 
preference for structured, well-documented processes. 

The primary risk arising from the new delegations is a potential reduction in transparency and 
community involvement if certain traffic matters bypass formal meeting processes. This could lead 
to reputational damage or community dissatisfaction, particularly for contentious traffic changes. 

The proposed six-month trial mitigates this risk by retaining the LTC’s established meeting, reporting, 
and consultation processes while complying with TfNSW requirements. This balanced approach 
aligns with Council’s moderate risk appetite for governance and service delivery. 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

The Local Traffic Committee process has, over many years, served as a transparent and structured 
avenue for community representation and input on local traffic matters. Through public meeting 
agendas, formal minutes, and follow-up action tracking, this process has ensured that local 
stakeholders, including user groups and residents, have been able to raise and address concerns in 
a formal, documented manner. 

The new TfNSW framework reduces the scope of matters requiring formal referral to the LTF, 
potentially reducing the visibility of some decisions to the community. Maintaining the existing LTC 
style meeting format for a six-month trial period will: 

• Preserve the established practice of community access and participation; 

• Provide a clear and transparent record of discussions and outcomes; 

• Allow Council to consult with key stakeholders, including the local community, road user 
groups, and industry representatives, before determining the long-term governance model 
for traffic matters. 

Community consultation during the trial will include seeking feedback from regular LTC participants, 
local interest groups, and other councils to ensure Parkes Shire Council’s final approach reflects 
both compliance requirements and community expectations for transparency and engagement. 
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17 REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR PLANNING AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

17.1 PLANNING PROPOSAL TO AMEND PARKES LEP 2012 SCHEDULE 1 ADDITIONAL 
PERMITTED USES:  LOT 2 DP1064474 (3577 HENRY PARKES WAY, BOGAN GATE) 
POST-EXHIBITION 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Environment 

Goal: Our built environment is functional, sustainable and meets the needs of 
our growing community. 

Strategy: Manage our built environment in line with the Local Environmental 
Plan (LEP) and relevant legislation. 

Author: Grahame Fry, Land Use Planning Specialist 

Authoriser: Annalise Teale, Acting Director Planning and Community Services 

Annexures: A. Planning Proposal - Exhibition Version (under separate cover) ⇨  

B. Gateway Determination (under separate cover) ⇨  
C. Pre-exhibition Response - NSW Rural Fire Service (under separate 

cover) ⇨  
D. Submission - Transport for NSW (under separate cover) ⇨  
E. Submission - NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 

Environment and Water (under separate cover) ⇨  
F. Submission 1 - Environmental Protection Authority (under separate 

cover) ⇨  
G. Submission 2 - Environmental Protection Authority (under separate 

cover) ⇨  
H. Public Submission 1 (under separate cover) ⇨  

I. Public Submission 2 (under separate cover) ⇨  
J. Public Submission 3 (under separate cover) ⇨  

K. Public Submission 4 (under separate cover) ⇨  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. Council endorse Planning Proposal PP-2024-1667 (3577 Henry Parkes Way, Bogan Gate) 
– Post Exhibition (Attachment A). 

2. Council delegate to the General Manager the authority issued by the NSW Department of 
Planning, Housing and Infrastructure to exercise the functions of the Minister under 
Section 3.36 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 for the purposes of 
finalising Planning Proposal PP-2024-1667 (3577 Henry Parkes Way, Bogan Gate) – Post 
Exhibition. 

3. Continue to consult with the NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure on 
the terms of the amendment to Parkes Local Environmental Plan 2012, to ensure its 
consistency with the objectives, outcomes and provisions of Planning Proposal PP-2024-
1667 (3577 Henry Parkes Way, Bogan Gate) – Post Exhibition. 

4. Inform parties who made a submission to the Public Exhibition of Planning Proposal PP-
2024-1667 (3577 Henry Parkes Way, Bogan Gate), the proponent and landowners of the 
subject land (and their consultant), of Council's resolutions. 
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BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to outline the results of the public exhibition of, and seek Council's 
endorsement of a Planning Proposal to amend Parkes Local Environmental Plan 2012 by amending 
Schedule 1 Additional Permitted Uses, applying to Lot 2 DP1064474 (3577 Henry Parkes Way, 
Bogan Gate. The additional permitted use on Lot 2 DP1064474 will allow greater certainty and clarity 
for heavy industry requirements for the site and provide greater transparency to the community with 
regards to the current and future land uses on the site. 

The land is currently being utilised by three activities considered to be heavy industries, being Johnex 
Pty Ltd (explosives manufacturing and storage); Howards and Sons (fireworks storage) and SMS for 
Ammonium Nitrate Emulsion (ANE). These businesses are significant employers in the Bogan Gate 
district and provide significant services to mining, quarrying and civil engineering sectors in NSW. 
SMS (ANE) is seeking to expand the volume of its output, which triggered the need for a Planning 
Proposal to permit the increased activity as a heavy industry as defined by Parkes LEP 2012. 

The Planning Proposal (as exhibited) is included as Attachment A to this report. 

At its meeting of 13 August 2024, Council resolved to initiate a proponent-led planning proposal 
applying to Lot 2 DP1064474, No. 3577 Henry Parkes Way, Bogan Gate to amend Parkes LEP 2012 
Schedule 1 Additional Permitted Uses, applying to Lot 2 DP1064474 (3577 Henry Parkes Way, 
Bogan Gate. 

The relevant Council Resolutions are as follows: 

1.  Council refers a proponent-led Planning Proposal to amend Parkes LEP 2012 Schedule 1 
Additional Permitted Uses, applying to Lot 2 DP1064474 (3577 Henry Parkes Way, Bogan 
Gate - Attachment A) to the NSW Department of Planning and Environment, requesting a 
Gateway Determination to enable public exhibition of the Planning Proposal. 

2. Council requests that the Secretary of the NSW Department of Planning and Environment 
issue written authorisation to Council to exercise delegation of the plan making functions under 
Section 3.36(2) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 in respect of the 
Planning Proposal. 

3. Pending issue of, and endorsement by the Gateway Determination, Council place the Planning 
Proposal on public exhibition and undertake government agency consultation, consistent with 
the terms of the Gateway Determination.  

4. Inform the proponent and landowners of the subject land, and their consultant, of Council's 
resolutions. 

All items of that resolution have been completed. Parkes Shire Council received a Gateway 
Determination (Attachment B) from the NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 
and has been authorised to make the plan (Resolution 2). The purpose of this report is to outline the 
results of the public exhibition process in accordance with Resolution 3 and seek endorsement from 
Council for the planning proposal to proceed to finalisation. 

The Gateway Determination stipulated that the Planning Proposal be finalised by 25 June 2025. This 
deadline was unable to be met due to significant revision of parts of the Environmental Assessments 
which inform the Planning Proposal being required post-exhibition, and the duration of further 
consultation with the Environmental Protection Authority. Council has therefore requested an 
extension to the Gateway Determination finalisation date from The NSW Department of Planning, 
Housing and Infrastructure. 

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

Public exhibition of the proposed LEP amendment was undertaken in accordance with Parkes Shire 
Participation Plan 2022 and the relevant planning legislation (see the Community Consultation 
section of this report). 
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Should Council choose to adopt the recommendations of this report, the Parkes LEP 2012 will be 
amended upon the making of the LEP. The timeframe for finalising the LEP Amendment is governed 
by the relevant planning legislation. 

The subject land (Lot 2 DP1064474, @227 hectares) is located south-east of Bogan Gate village 
and is accessed on the southern side of Henry Parkes Way. The site is approximately 35 kilometres 
west of Parkes. The Orange-Broken Hill Railway is located parallel to the northern boundary of the 
subject site. An aerial photograph of the subject land is shown in Figure 1. The subject land is shown 
by a red outline. 

 

Figure 1: The subject land (SixMaps, 2024) 

The intent of the Planning Proposal is to amend Parkes Local Environmental Plan 2012 by amending 
Schedule 1 Additional Permitted Uses, applying to Lot 2 DP1064474 (3577 Henry Parkes Way, 
Bogan Gate. The provisions of Parkes Shire Development Control Plan 2021 will remain unchanged, 
should the Planning Proposal be progressed to finalisation. 

There are no changes to any mapping layers of Parkes LEP 2012 under the provisions of this 
Planning Proposal. 

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

The Planning Proposal has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of the NSW 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and the NSW Department of Planning document 
Local Environmental Plan Making Guideline (August 2023). Other relevant legislative and policy 
documents are listed below: 

Statutory Documents: 

Parkes Local Environmental Plan 2012 

Central West and Orana Regional Plan 2041 

Relevant State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs) 

Section 9.1 Ministerial Directions 

Local Planning Policies: 

Parkes Shire - Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) 2020 
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The Planning Proposal (Attachment B) has demonstrated compliance and consistency with all the 
statutory documents and policies listed above. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications to Council by progressing this Planning Proposal, which has been 
prepared and funded by the proponent. In terms of capital investment in infrastructure, additional 
land for employment purposes has the potential to stimulate investment in industry and provide 
employment opportunities, which is beneficial to the local economy and community. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

The Planning Proposal and supporting documents have addressed any environmental constraints 
which are relevant to the subject land and demonstrate that these constraints can be managed 
effectively, therefore minimising any associated risks concerning progression of this Planning 
Proposal. This is considered sufficient to allow Council to confidently support finalisation of this 
Planning Proposal to the next stage of the LEP making process (ie requesting the NSW Department 
of Planning and Environment to make the LEP Amendment, which will come into effect upon 
gazettal).  

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

 

The Planning Proposal was exhibited in accordance with the terms and directions of the Gateway 
Determination and the relevant provisions of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

The Planning Proposal was required to be publicly exhibited for a minimum period of 20 working 
days. The exhibition period was from 10 December 2024 to 31 January 2025. The exhibition was 
published on Council's website, the NSW Planning Portal and on Council’s social media site. The 
Planning Proposal was also available for viewing at Council's Administration Centre in Parkes. 

The documents included in the public exhibition were: 

• The Planning Proposal (Exhibition Version), 

• The Gateway Determination, 

• The Council Report from the meeting of 13 August 2024, 

• The Council Minute from the meeting of 13 August 2024, and 

• All relevant environmental assessments and documentation informing/supporting the 
Planning Proposal.  

The Gateway Determination indicated that prior to the Planning Proposal being placed on public 
exhibition, consultation with the NSW Rural Fire Service (NSW RFS) was required (for preliminary 
assessment regarding potential Bush Fire Risk). The NSW RFS supported the Planning Proposal 
being progressed, based on the Bushfire Assessment and Management Plan included within the 
Planning Proposal. The correspondence from the NSW RFS is included as Attachment C. 

The Gateway Determination indicated that during the public exhibition period, formal consultation 
with the following government agencies was required: 

• Transport for NSW (TfNSW) 

• Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) 

• Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (NSW DCCEEW) 

Submissions were received from all of these government agencies, which are included as 
Attachments D, E and F respectively, and summarised as follows: 

Transport for NSW: TfNSW is generally satisfied that the Planning Proposal will not adversely affect 
TfNSW interests, subject to matters relating to possible road/intersection upgrades and 
comprehensive traffic assessment being undertaken at the Development Application stage. 
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Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water: NSW DCCEEW have 
indicated no objection to the Planning Proposal, based on the documents submitted. NSW DCCEEW 
have provided requirements which are to be addressed at the Development Application stage. 

Environmental Protection Authority: Council received an initial response (Attachment F) from the 
EPA, requesting that further assessments be undertaken, being: 

• Cumulative assessment of noise and air quality impacts 

• Re-assessment of potential Contaminated Land impacts 

• Re-assessment of soil sampling 

The proponents of the Planning Proposal prepared the required assessments, which were then 
referred to the EPA. The EPA responded to the revised assessments. The EPA has not objected to 
the Planning Proposal (submission included as Attachment G). Matters such as potential 
Contaminated Land impacts, Noise and Air Quality will be addressed at the Development Application 
stage and shall be referred to the EPA for comment, as part of the development assessment process. 

Consultation was also undertaken in accordance with Parkes Shire Community Participation Plan 
2022. 

Council received four public submissions from the community, which are included as Attachments 
H–K to this report. The issues raised within those submissions are summarised as follows: 

• Recognition of existing use rights 

• Bush Fire Risk 

• Compliance with industry safety standards 

• Potential Contaminated Land 

• Public Safety 

• Impacts on existing traffic and roads 

• Consistency with Council’s adopted strategies 

• Provision of town water services 
 

Comment: 

Recognition of Existing Use Rights: 

The SMS (ANE) facility is currently operating in accordance with Development Consent 
DA2020/0073, determined on 18 November 2022. The facility has a valid Manufacture Explosives 
Licence, issued by SafeWork NSW on 19 January 2023. An occupation certificate for the facility was 
issued in December 2022, consistent with the Conditions of Consent for DA2020/0073. The existing 
use is confirmed by way of those active Development Approvals. 

Bush Fire Risk: 

The NSW Rural Fire Service has provided general support for this Planning Proposal to progress. 
The NSW RFS has indicated that a comprehensive Bush Fire Risk Assessment will be required to 
be submitted with any future Development Assessment and assessed accordingly. 

Compliance with Industry Safety Standards: 

The existing facility has a valid Manufacture Explosives Licence, issued by SafeWork NSW. The 
operations are monitored regularly by Safework NSW and the Environmental Protection Authority. 
Monitoring of any expansion to the existing facility will also occur as a matter of course and 
maintenance/enforcement of industry standards. 

Potential Contaminated Land: 

A comprehensive Potential Contaminated Land Assessment will be required to be submitted with 
any future Development Assessment and assessed accordingly. 
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Public Safety: 

Any future Development Application will include (but not be unlimited to) separate assessments for 
traffic impact, bush fire risk, air and water quality, and potentially contaminated land. These 
assessments will be placed on public exhibition with any future Development Application and 
assessed accordingly. 

Impacts on existing traffic and roads: 

A comprehensive Traffic Impact Assessment will be required to be submitted with any future 
Development Assessment and assessed accordingly. 

Consistency with Council’s adopted strategies: 

The Planning Proposal is consistent with Parkes Community Strategic Plan 2025/26: Strategy 3.2.1 
- Manage our built environment in line with the Local Environmental Plan (LEP) and relevant 
legislation. This Planning Proposal and subsequent amendment to Parkes LEP 2012 will reinforce 
that strategy, and allow greater certainty and clarity for heavy industry requirements for the site, and 
provide greater transparency to the community with regards to the current and future land uses on 
the site. 

Provision of Town Water Services: 

Any future Development Application will be required to address provision of infrastructure and 
reticulated services. Any quantitative increase in service requirements cannot be assessed or 
determined until a Development Application is submitted and assessed.  

Recommendation: 

That no amendments be made to the Planning Proposal with regard to the issues raised. 
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17.2 JULY 2025 BUILDING STATISTICS UPDATE 

IP&R Linkage: Pillar: Environment 

Goal: Our built environment is functional, sustainable and meets the needs of 
our growing community. 

Strategy: Manage our built environment in line with the Local Environmental 
Plan (LEP) and relevant legislation. 

Author: Nerida Brown, Development Certificates Coordinator 

Authoriser: Annalise Teale, Acting Director Planning and Community Services 

Annexures: Nil 
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. Receive and note the July 2025 Building Statistics Report.  

 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Building Statistics Report is furnished to Council on a monthly basis and provides a snapshot of 
development activity in the Shire during that period. 

ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

During the month of July 2025 there were eleven (11) Development Applications received totalling 
$1,218.554.00 and eleven (11) consents were issued.  There was one (1) Council Complying 
Development Certificate received totalling $44,752.00 and two (2) Private Certifier Complying 
Development Certificates received totalling $1,286,949.00.  Three (3) Council Certifier consents 
were issued, and two (2) Private Certifier consents were issued.  

The figures shown Table 1 below are for Development Applications received during July 2025 with 
respect to the specified building types and a comparison to the July 2024 figures. 
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Table 2, below, lists the Development Consents that were issued in the month of July 2025. 
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The figures shown in Table 3, below, are for Complying Development Certificates received during 
July 2025 with respect to the specified building types and a comparison to the July 2024 figures.  
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Table 4, below, provides a list of Complying Development Certificates which were issued in the 
month of July 2025. 
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DA Processing Times for Approvals 

The information shown in the pie chart below is Development Application approvals issued for the 
period 1 July 2025 to 31 July 2025. It should be noted that a total eleven (11) Development 
Applications have been approved with an average of 56.53 days. 

The average timeframe in which the internal referrals to the Technical Services and/or Infrastructure 
Departments were completed was 21.51 days.  
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Activation Precinct Certificate Determinations 

There were no new Activation Precinct Certificate determinations.   

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

There are no legislative or policy considerations for Council associated with this report. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications for Council associated with this report. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

There are no risk implications for Council associated with this report.  

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Where a Development Application or Modification Development Application is required to be publicly 
exhibited, the application was made available for inspection at the Parkes Shire Council 
Administration Centre commencing from the date on which the public notice was placed in the local 
newspaper. The application was also included on the Parkes Shire Council website. 

For Development Applications requiring neighbour notification, written notification of the proposed 
development was provided to the owner(s) of land immediately adjoining or adjacent to the subject 
land (as shown on Council's Property and Rating System at the time of notification) including land 



 
Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 

19 August 2025 

 

Item 17.2 Page 305 

that is separated from the subject land by watercourse, road, pathway, driveway, railway or similar 
thoroughfare.  

Where more than one person is listed as the owner, written notification to one of the owners, is taken 
to be a notice to all of the registered owners.  

 

CONCLUSION 

During the month of July 2025 there were eleven (11) Development Applications received totalling 
$1,218.554.00 and eleven (11) consents were issued.  There was one (1) Council Complying 
Development Certificate received totalling $44,752.00 and two (2) Private Certifier Complying 
Development Certificates received totalling $1,286,949.00.  Three (3) Council Certifier consents 
were issued, and two (2) Private Certifier consents were issued.  
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18 QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

18.1 USE OF SNAP SEND SOLVE 

Author: Matthew Scherer, Councillor 

Authoriser: Anthony McGrath, Director Customer, Corporate Services and Economy 

Annexures: Nil 

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the response to the Question with Notice submitted by Cr Scherer, as 
detailed in this report. 

 

 

QUESTION 

The following Question with Notice was received from Councillor Scherer. 

“I am writing to request detailed information regarding the implementation and ongoing costs 
associated with the Snap Send Solve reporting platform, particularly in the context of local 
government or community use. 
 
Specifically, I would appreciate clarification on the following points: 
 
• Cost to Set Up 
What is the initial setup cost for an organization or council to begin using Snap Send Solve? 
Please include details on any onboarding, training, or integration fees that may apply. 
 
• Monthly Running Cost 
What is the ongoing monthly cost to operate Snap Send Solve? Does this vary depending on 
the number of users or volume of reports? 
 
• Per-Incident Cost 
Is there a per-incident fee associated with each report submitted through the platform? If so, 
could you please outline the structure of these charges? 
 
I only see 3 people using this service  Understanding these details is important as we 
consider the feasibility of using Snap Send Solve to assist with local maintenance issues, 
such as illegal dumping and stormwater drain blockages. 
 
Thank you in advance for your time and assistance. I look forward to your response”. 

RESPONSE: 

Parkes Shire Council is receiving emails from Snap Send Solve, which have been entered by 
members of our community using the Snap Send Solve app on their own mobile device. The 
Information and Records team then take that information and create a new Customer Request using 
Council’s existing Customer Request Management (CRM) system.  

There are commercial options available to Council to automatically integrate the data from Snap 
Send Solve into Council’s CRM system, which would save some time in rekeying the information. 
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Details on the commercial options are considered commercial-in-confidence; however, the Snap 
Send Solve web site does indicate that “subscribing authorities” such as Parkes Shire Council can 
pay a fee for additional functionality. In addition, a fee is also payable to Council’s CRM provider.  

Council staff have explored the subscription option however, the number of Snap Send Solve 
requests being received now, whist growing, does not warrant the additional cost to take up the 
integration option at this time. 

The following table provides some data on the number of Snap Send Solve requests received in 
comparison to all customer requests.  

Request Type FY 2024-2025 FY 2023-2024 FY 2022-2023 

Snap Send solve 342 237 241 

CRMs 4,948 3,936 4,178 

Total Requests Received 5,290 4,173 4,428 

 

Commercial costs to take up the Snap Send Solve option can be provided to Councillors by way of 
a further confidential report, should Council wish to receive that information. 

In summary, Council staff are already processing requests received from Snap Send Solve. 
Councillors are also reminded that Council also provide access to its CRM system to enter requests 
via the website here: Lodge a request or Report an issue Parkes Shire Council. 

  

https://www.parkes.nsw.gov.au/Services/Customer-service/Lodge-a-request-or-Report-an-issue


 
Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 

19 August 2025 

 

Item 18.2 Page 309 

18.2 NAMING OF UNNAMED WALKWAYS AND WALKING TRACKS 

Author: Ken McGrath, Councillor 

Authoriser: Logan Hignett, Director Operations 

Annexures: Nil 

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Receive and note the response to the Question with Notice submitted by Cr McGrath, as 
detailed in this report. 

 

 

QUESTION 

The following Question with Notice was received from Councillor Kenny McGrath. 

I have recently received enquiries from residents asking whether a walkway or walking track 
can be named in a family member’s honour. I request that a list of unnamed walkways or 
walking tracks be presented to the next Road and Place Naming committee for naming 
consideration. 

RESPONSE: 

Council can certainly provide a list for consideration by the Road and Place Naming committee. The 
naming of walkways and walking tracks will need to follow the Geographical Names Board (GNB) 
guidelines for approval and gazettal. 

Council also has previously adopted a Public Memorials policy, which may provide an alternate 
option for residents. Under the policy a memorial tree, park seat or other memorial plaques can be 
used within an existing park or public space, to commemorate a person/family. 

    

https://www.parkes.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/1/council/policies-and-codes/public-memorials-policy/public-memorials-policy-adopted-21-february-2023.pdf


 
Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 

19 August 2025 

 

Page 310 

19 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Ordinary Council Meeting: 

1. Moves into Closed Session to deal with the matters below, which are classified as 
confidential under section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993 for the reasons 
specified: 

19.1 PSC2025/016 - CONSTRUCTION OF CROAKER BASIN 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - a of the Local 
Government Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open 
meeting would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with personnel 
matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors). 

Further it is considered that discussions of this matter in open Council would, on balance, 
be contrary to the public interest as it would prejudice Council's ability to secure the 
optimum outcome for the community. 

19.2 PSC2025/054 - DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF LED FIELD LIGHTING 
CHENEY PARK 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - d(i) of the Local 
Government Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open 
meeting would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with commercial 
information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial 
position of the person who supplied it. 

Further it is considered that discussions of this matter in open Council would, on balance, 
be contrary to the public interest as it would prejudice Council's ability to secure the 
optimum outcome for the community.  

2. Exclude the media and public from the meeting on the basis that the business to be 
considered is classified as confidential, pursuant to 10A(1), 10(2) and 10A(3) of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

3. Withhold reports and correspondence relevant to the subject business be withheld from the 
media and public as provided by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

4. Make public resolutions made by the Council in Closed Session after the conclusion of the 
Closed Session, and record such resolutions in the minutes of the Council meeting. 

 

BACKGROUND, ISSUES AND COMMENTARY 

In accordance with section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993, Council may close part of 
its meeting to deal with business of the following kind:  

(a) Personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors).  

(b) Personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer.  

(c) Information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with 
whom Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  

(d) Commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed:  

(i) Prejudice the commercial position of a person who supplied it: or  

(ii) Confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of Council;  
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(iii) Reveal a trade secret.  

(e) Information that would, if disclosed, prejudice the maintenance of law.  

(f) Matters affecting the security of Council, Councillors, Council staff and Council 
property.  

(g) Advice concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise be privileged from 
production in legal proceedings on the grounds of legal professional privilege. 

(h) Information concerning the nature and location of a place or an item of Aboriginal 
significance on community land.  

(i) Alleged contraventions of any Code of Conduct requirements applicable under 
section 440.  

It is my opinion that the business listed in the recommendation is of a kind referred to in 
section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993 and, under the provisions of the Act and 
the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, should be dealt with in a part of the 
meeting that is closed to members of the public and the media.  

Pursuant to section 10A(4) of the Act and clauses 14.9–14.10 of Council's Code of 
Meeting Practice, members of the public may make representations to the meeting 
immediately after the motion to close part of the meeting is moved and seconded, as to 
whether that part of the meeting should be closed. 
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20 REPORT OF CONFIDENTIAL RESOLUTIONS 

In accordance with clauses 14.22 and 14.23 of Council's Code of Meeting Practice, resolutions 
passed during a meeting, or a part of a meeting that is closed to the public must be made public by 
the Chairperson as soon as practicable. Such resolutions must be recorded in the publicly 
available minutes of the meeting.  
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